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RECREATION SUPERVISOR NEWSLETTER

Reminders
• Wednesday, March 11: Registration for 2020 Summer 

P.A.R.K. opens for current families
• Monday, March 16: P.A.R.K. payment due
• Monday, March 23: No school or P.A.R.K.

2020 Summer P.A.R.K.
Registration opens for current P.A.R.K. families for 2020 
Summer P.A.R.K. on Wednesday, March 11. Be on the lookout 
for registration information at your site’s parent table.

2020-2021 P.A.R.K.
Registration for the 2020-2021 after- and before-school 
programs for families currently registered in P.A.R.K. opens 
Wednesday, April 1. Find registration forms on your parent 
tables. Be sure to sign up as spots can fill quickly! 

Attendance
Attendance is taken each day for safety and security. If your 
child is ill and will not be at the program or if you will be 
picking up your child early, it is your responsibility to call 
the voice mailbox of your particular site before 2:15 p.m. and 
leave a message informing the P.A.R.K. staff of the absence. 
If you fail to report your child’s absence on the P.A.R.K. 
voicemail, the Recreation Supervisor will assess a tracking fee 
of $20 on each occurrence. Please see the handbook for more 
information.

P.A.R.K. Site Cell Phone Numbers
• Bolton Crossing ........................ 614-981-0779
• Buckeye Woods  ....................... 614-519-4664
• J.C. Sommer ................................ 614-571-9620
• Monterey ..................................... 614-571-9622
• Richard Ave.  .............................. 614-571-9623
• Highland Park ........................... 614-571-9624

25 Spring Activities for Families on a Budget
~ snailpacetransformations.com

1. Go outside and play 
in a rain shower.

2. Plant flowers.
3. Plant a vegetable 

garden.
4. Fly a kite.
5. Take a nature hike.
6. Go hunting for 

earthworms .
7. Go on a nature 

photoshoot.
8. Take a family bike ride.
9. Go on a playground hop.
10. Perform a few spring 

science experiences.
11. Take part in free events 

in your community.
12. Read up on how birds 

build their nests and 
then leave out nest 
building supplies. 

13. Search for egg shells.
14. Decorate Easter eggs.
15. Paint and hide rocks.
16. Make and blow bubbles.
17. Go on a hunt for 

spring flowers.
18. Go camping.
19. Build a bird house.
20. Cloud gaze.
21. Have a paper 

plane contest. 
22. Go to a you-pick 

strawberry farm.
23. Join a community 

cleanup day.
24. Make dirt cake or dirt 

cake bark together 
using crushed chocolate 
sandwich cookies.

25. Color spring-themed 
coloring sheets. 

Quotes for the Month
Free play gives children an outlet to 
express their emotions and feelings 
and helps them to develop a sense of 
who they are.

 ~ KaBoom! 

Almost all creativity involves 
purposeful play.

 ~ Abraham Maslow 

We don’t stop playing because we 
grow old; we grow old because we stop 
playing.

 ~ George Bernard Shaw
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BOLTON CROSSING NEWSLETTER

In Like a Lion
March is coming in like a lion this year! We've got so much going on! 
Ms. Paula is making treasure chests and taking the kids on a treasure hunt. Ms. Carley is doing 
lots of rainbow and St. Patrick's Day crafts like mosaic rainbows and leprechaun hats. Ms. Allie is 
playing games like potato bowl, Irish tag and pot of gold coin toss. So be on the lookout for little 
leprechauns trying to get your gold!

Important Dates
• Sunday, March 8: Daylight savings begins
• Thursday, March 12: National Popcorn Lover’s Day
• Tuesday, March 17: St. Patrick's Day Party at P.A.R.K.
• Thursday, March 19: First day of spring
• Monday, March 23. No school or P.A.R.K.

Children's Chat Corner
The children were asked “what is your favorite thing about 
P.A.R.K."?

• Neveah Smallwood: Getting to play with friends
• Arden Elder: Making crafts
• Emma Flaig: Playing games
• Noah Petit: Gym and playing games
• Zion Holt: Eating snack and playing outside
• Avery Moser: Food crafts

Kids Say the Darnest Things
• While playing a trivia game the children were asked who 

first flew a plane? William Carter answered, “It’s either 
Wilbur right or left."

• Brock Vincent told a joke to the group at share time: 
"What did the frog have for lunch? Diet croak and French 
flies."

• Jack Hershey followed suit with:"What walks and talks 
but has no legs? A walkie talkie."

Friendships and Conflicts
It is wonderful to see children seek out friends each day, but it is also natural for some 
personalities to clash while spending five days a week together. Your child will probably share 
both positive and negative events of the day with you in the evening. 
Conflicts at P.A.R.K. usually last less than five minutes, but leave lasting impressions. Children 
may want to revisit upsetting events from the day, needing parents to listen to what happened. 
It may be difficult to hear that your child was upset, but please remember conflicts are where 
children learn to deal with adversity and cope with disappointment: two crucial lifelong skills. 
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BUCKEYE WOODS NEWSLETTER

“Oh, When the Sun Comes Marching In” 
We are waiting for the SUN to come shining through. The groundhog predicted an early spring, so come on, sunshine - we are 
waiting for you! But with rain or shine, the staff at Buckeye Woods P.A.R.K. will keep our kids busy and active.
The team leaders are planning a variety of spring activities. This, of course, includes outside activities like kickball, capture 
the flag, four square and just running around enjoying the nice weather (we can only hope). If the weather does not cooperate, 
we pack in a lot of fun-filled activities for our kiddos to enjoy inside at P.A.R.K. until the weather warms up. We encourage our 
children to play small and large group games. We know the kids are involved in a lot of after-school activities once warmer 
weather comes. Keeping them moving now helps them be ready for the fun-filled spring activities just around the corner. We 
realize not all children are the same physically and athletically, so we plan games and activities all our children can participate 
in and enjoy regardless of skill level.

March Activities
Crafts

• Rain clouds
• Edible unicorn horns
• Flower pots
• Lucky clover
• Cupcake-liner 

butterflies

Games 
• March madness
• Hunger games
• X-ball
• Head it, catch it
• Bean bag relay 

Check our monthly calendar to see the variety of activities 
that keep our kids hopping. We encourage our kids to 
participate, even if it is totally new to them. If something 
does not interest them, they can choose from other activities.

Favorite Activities
What are some of your child’s favorite activities? We know 
dodgeball is in the top 10. We are always happy to include 
your child's favorite game - just let us know.

Keep Us Informed
A continued "thank you" for calling our P.A.R.K site at  
614-519-4664 to inform us if your child won't attend or will 
be picked up by another person. The more information we 
have, the easier pickup time is. 
*Please remember we never release a child to anyone not on 
your pickup list, and anyone who enters the program must 
show a photo ID. Our children are very important to us and 
their safety is our top priority. 

Spring Planning
Spring is a great time to plan outdoor activities with the 
kids. Don’t forget you can see bison roam on the range and 
other natural wonders at nearby Battelle Darby Creek Metro 
Park. Follow a nature trail and maybe a beautiful example of 
wildlife like a deer, rabbit or other animal might cross your 
path. Listen to birds singing songs of nature as you travel 
down the trails and it’s easy to just plan a day and enjoy. 
Spending time with the kids is always a cherished memory 
that can’t be erased. Not only will you learn more about your 
kids but they will learn more about you.

Dates to Remember
• Monday, March 16: April tuition due
• Monday, April 6-Friday, April 10: Spring 

break - no school or P.A.R.K.

Have a Marvelous March!
Buckeye Woods P.A.R.K. Staff: Elaine, Kate, Chase, Ryan, Julie and Rachel



P.A.R.K. NEWS
Programmed After-school Recreation for Kids!Programmed After-school Recreation for Kids!

MARCH 2020

The City of Grove City • Parks and Recreation Department
P.A.R.K. Recreation Supervisors: Megan Williams and Amanda Gehres

614-277-3050 •• 3226 Kingston Ave., Grove City, Ohio 43123

GroveCityOhio.gov •• facebook.com/GroveCityOhio •• twitter.com/GroveCityOhio • instagram.com/GroveCityOhio

HIGHLAND PARK NEWSLETTER

Reminders
• If your child will be absent, call the P.A.R.K. site cell phone at 614-571-9624.
• Be sure to sign your child out daily. 
• Your child must bring a snack and a drink for our daily snack time.
• Weather can change quickly, so please make sure your child is dressed 

appropriately to go outside as weather permits.
• Monday, March 23: No school or P.A.R.K. 

Craft Projects
Craft week themes in March are Dr. 
Seuss, Bone and Archaeology, Spring, 
Stress Balls and Hockey. Crafts to look 
forward to in those weeks are Dr. 
Seuss red fish blue fish, dino fossils, 
handprint butterfly, play-doh stress 
ball and popsicle ice skates.

March Birthdays
Isaac ........................................................March 4
Celeste .................................................March 18
Brayden  .............................................March 26

Jokes of the Month
. Q Does February like March?

. A No but April May!
. Q What season is it best to 

go on a trampoline?
. A Springtime!

. Q Why did Cinderella get kicked 
off the baseball team?
. A She always ran away 

from the ball!

Springtime Project: Birdseed Ornaments
As the weather changes and wildlife comes back out, try this great and easy craft at home. 
Materials

• 2 cups birdseed
• ⅔ cup water
• 2 packets unflavored gelatin

• Fun-shaped cookie cutters
• Straws 
• Ribbon or twine 
• Cooking spray

Directions
1. Heat and combine water and gelatin; mix well until gelatin dissolves.
2. Remove from heat; stir in the birdseed until well incorporated.
3. Line a cookie sheet with parchment paper and spray cookie cutters with cooking spray. 
4. Place cookie cutters on the cookie sheet and place birdseed mixture into each. 

Pat down mixture and continue to fill until it reaches the top of the shapes.
5. Use a straw to create a hole so you can hang them once they are done.
6. Refrigerate for an hour or until gelatin is set.
7. Remover cookie cutters and straws and add ribbon/twine
8. Hang outside for the birds to enjoy!

Parent Table
Sign your child out at the parent table 
unless we are outside. If we are outside, 
PLEASE see a leader before leaving with 
your child. Please make sure to sign your 
child out every day. The craft and game 
of the day are written on the white board. 
Any other important information is placed 
on the parent table.
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J.C. SOMMER NEWSLETTER

Reminders
• Monday, March 23: No school or P.A.R.K.
• Tuesday, March 12: St. Patrick’s Day party featuring a 

leprechaun hunt leading us to his "pot of gold"!
• Call our cell phone at 614-571-9620 if your child will be 

absent from or late to P.A.R.K. (e.g., for tutoring sessions, 
choir outings).

• Make sure your child brings something to eat and drink 
for our daily snack time. 

• If your child does not wear gym shoes to school, ensure 
he/she brings a pair to change into for P.A.R.K. 

• We go outside everyday: please make sure your child has 
the right apparel for the weather. During the winter, don’t 
forget to send your child with a coat, hat and gloves.

March Birthdays
• Graham Buckland
• Mia Buckland
• Taylor Lloyd
• Nicholas McDaniel
• Caleb Richter 

March Activities
Our featured Friday game for the month is basketball.
Our weekly art themes of the month revolve around St. 
Patrick’s Day, March Madness and Dr. Seuss in honor of his 
birthday! There are also mystical and magical March crafts 
such as dragon eggs and crystal balls!

March Kid’s Corner: Dr. Seuss Stories to Honor him on the Anniversary of his Birthday, March 2
~ Anthony, P.A.R.K. Leader
Apple, Apple, Apple Jack. He 
loves to talk and that’s a fact! 

Apple, Apple, Apple Jack; he would 
talk in his sleep lying on his back. 

Apple, Apple, Apple Jack would 
talk rather near or far. 

Apple, Apple, Apple Jack would 
talk in the house or in the car.

Apple, Apple, Apple Jack; the mouth 
of the south, north, east, and west.

Apple, Apple, Apple Jack is the 
most vociferous of all the rest.

Apple, Apple, Apple Jack, 
please never stop talking.

~ Signed your parents
~ Alex, Second Grade

If I was Thing 2, I can go coo-coo and 
bounce off the walls. I can go everywhere 
with the Cat in the Hat and I can have a 
brother; Thing 1. 

~ Andrew, Third Grade
Sam I am asked him over and over and 
finally he tried it. He liked it. He kept 
liking it. He liked it a lot. He was tiny, 
he actually listened to a tiny. He went 
in to a rocket ship and they went and 
saw Horton. There were a lot of animals 
licking him and it was weird. Then the 
Cat in the Hat, all the Things (1 & 2), and 
all the Dr. Seuss characters landed. Then 
there was Horton and he said, “Hi.”

~ Brendan, Third Grade
So, you know Whoville, the place where 
the Grinch stole Christmas? But you don’t 
know the Whoville space part, were Bill 
Lou, father of Cindy Lou, launched into 
space. Here is history. July 8, 1999: The 
Saturn Who Rocket launches into space. 
When it is in orbit, he sees a big gray 
thing! A Horton!

~ Mady, P.A.R.K. Leader
Oh! The places your imagination will go!

A world where cats wear hats 
and brightens rainy days,

Where the Lorax protected the 
Truffula trees long ago,

And a world where the Grinch wants 
all the Whos in Whoville to go away.

Here foxes wear socks,
Fishes are red and blue,

We hop on Pop,
And Mr. Brown can moo!

Here Horton hears Whos, which 
is rather quite bizarre,

And eggs and ham are green,
Even Sneetches take off their gold stars,

With the help of Mr. McBean’s 
“Star-off Machine”.

Oh! The places your imagination will go!
And to Dr. Seuss is who we owe!
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MONTEREY NEWSLETTER

Dates to Remember
• Monday, March 16: P.A.R.K. payment is due 
• Tuesday, March 17: St. Patrick's Day
• Thursday, March 19: First day of spring 
• Monday, March 23: No school or P.A.R.K.

Crafts
We start the month off with Brennan teaching us how to make 
a Shamrock Man. Then Brittany helps us make a bug eyed 
headband. Tiffany's week follows with her showing us how 
to make magic dough. Next Kristi makes an edible campfire 
with us. Brennan ends the month with a plate rainbow. Look 
for all these crafts and so much more all month long. 

Joke Corner
~ Harrison Lazor 

. Q Why is the math book always in the hospital? 
. A Because he is full of problems.

Fun March Facts
• National Craft Month 
• National Women's History Month
• National Nutrition Month
• National Reading Month

Recipe of the Month: Caribbean Fiesta

Ingredients
• 4 tablespoons of olive oil 
• 2 pounds of chicken tenders, 

cut into bite-sized pieces 
• 1 bag of corn tortilla chips 
• 1 can pinto beans, rinsed and drained 
• 1 can black beans, rinsed and drained 

• 16 grape tomatoes, chopped 
• 1 orange bell pepper, seeded and diced 
• 2 green onions, peeled and chopped 
• 4 ounces low-fat shredded 

cheddar jack cheese 

Directions
1. In a nonstick skillet, warm olive oil over medium heat. Add chicken and season as desired. 
1. Cook for about five minutes or until cooked through. 
2. Evenly spread tortilla chips on four plates and distribute chicken, beans, tomatoes, bell peppers 

and green onions on the chips.
3. Top with cheese and microwave for one minute or until cheese is melted.

In Honor of National Nutrition Month 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture hosts the website 
ChooseMyPlate.gov to help people understand nutrition and 
choose a healthy eating style. 
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RICHARD AVENUE NEWSLETTER

Reminders
• If your child will be absent, call the P.A.R.K. site cell phone at 614-571-9623.
• Make sure your child brings a snack and water bottle daily.
• Remember to sign your child out every day.
• Monday, March 23: no school or P.A.R.K.

Art Projects
In March, a variety of art projects follow these 
weekly themes: Spring Is Coming, Gearing up 
for St. Patrick's Day, Crafty, Spring Is in Bloom 
and Buggin' out for Spring. Look for your child's 
wonderful pieces of artwork daily.

March Birthdays

Luke M. ............................... March 28

Carter .................................. March 29

St. Patrick's Day Jokes
. Q Why do people wear shamrocks on St. Patrick's Day?

. A Real rocks are too heavy!
. Q Why can't you iron a four-leaf clover?

. A Because you shouldn't press your luck!
. Q What type of bow cannot be tied?

. A A rain-bow! 
. Q Why do frogs like St. Patrick's Day?

. A Because they're already wearing green! 
. Q How can you tell if a leprechaun is having a good time?

. A He is Dublin over with laughter!
. Q What do you call a fake stone in Ireland?

. A A sham-rock!
. Q What is Irish and left out on the lawn all summer?

. A Paddy O'Furniture!
. Q When is an Irish potato not an Irish potato?

. A When it's a French fry!

Recipe of the Month:  
Leprechaun Crunch Snack Mix

Ingredients
• 1 stick butter 
• 2 cups marshmallows 
• Popcorn
• M&Ms
• 1 cup mini pretzels
• Sprinkles
• For extra fun, use mint M&Ms and green marshmallows

Directions
1. Melt butter in a saucepan; stir in marshmallows. 

Step one can also be done in a microwave.
2. Pop the popcorn per package directions.
3. Empty the popcorn into a large bowl. Add the 

marshmallow mixture and stir until popcorn is coated.
4. Next, add in toppings. I added the pretzels, 

peppermint M&M's and sprinkles (my boys 
LOVE adding sprinkles to anything).

5. Enjoy!


