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RECREATION SUPERVISOR NEWSLETTER

Reminders
• Monday, Dec. 16: January tuition due
• Monday, Dec. 23 - Friday, Jan. 3: Winter break -  

no school or P.A.R.K.

Please Review and Update
This is a good time of the year to review your parent handbook 
and the policies of our program. Please also update any 
information listed on your child’s emergency medical form 
as needed.

Cold Weather Gear
If the weather remains above 20 degrees including the wind 
chill factor, we take the children outdoors for large muscle 
activity after school. Please be sure your child dresses in 
appropriate layers such as winter coats, gloves, boots and 
hats each day so they are comfortable during P.A.R.K. outside 
activities.

Inclement Weather Days
Remember that winter weather can close schools for the 
day. Whenever SWCSD is closed, all Parks and Recreation 
activities including P.A.R.K. are canceled. Please make sure 
you have other arrangements for childcare in place for 
inclement weather days. 
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Moms and Dads Share Their Best “Aha!” Parenting Tips
 ~ Nancy Rones, www.parents.com

You just never know when someone’s two cents will be worth a million bucks. Here’s what parents learned when they least 
expected it.
What I Learned From My Facebook Obsession: Balance

I needed to put down my phone! My social-media habit 
was stealing precious bonding time with my daughter. One 
night, I was scrolling through Facebook while breastfeeding 
and caught my then one-and-a-half-month-old daughter 
staring up at me. Locking eyes with her then was a great 
moment that I almost missed. After that I ditched my phone 
for good during night feedings, which became my favorite 
time with her.

 ~ Jennifer Petersen of Chicago
What I Learned From a Registered Dietitian: A Healthy 
Shortcut

During a nutrition talk at my son’s preschool, the dietitian 
said frozen organic vegetables are just as healthy as raw. 
She suggested giving them to kids straight out of the bag, 
frozen. I’d put a combo of frozen peas, carrots and corn in 
front of my kids and call them “frozen Popsicles.”

 ~ Carin Simon of Virginia Beach, Virginia
What I Learned From a Coworker: Setting Boundaries

My coworker often logged onto work after dinner and her 
daughter said, “Mommy, I don’t want to be like you because 
all you do is work.” My heart sank for the coworker, but this 
helped me force balance in my life. I may peek at my phone 
if I’m waiting for an important email, but between 6:30 and 
9 p.m., it’s my kid’s time. 

 ~ Heather Broome of Oakland, California
What I Learned From My Mom: Fun Surprises

Growing up, we always received an abundance of toys at 
Christmas and on birthdays. But my mom would sneak a 
couple of the unopened toys into the closet, and then when 
it was raining or there was nothing to do, she’d give us one 
of the new toys. I do this for my two daughters, and it’s like 
Christmas all over again!

 ~ Julie Remo of Emerson, New Jersey
What I Learned From Another Mom: Keeping Kids in Line

Being in a parking lot with my boys makes me a wreck! A 
mom friend made her children stand on the white painted 
line alongside the car, and they weren’t allowed to move 
until she gave them permission. Now my two older sons, 
who are 8 and 5, stand on the line next to the rear end of 
the passenger door. I watch them out of the corner of my 
eye while I take my toddler out of his car seat.”

 ~ Lydia Edwards of Starkville, Mississippi
What I Learned From My Son’s Coach: Playing the Game

Early in the season, parents were frustrated after a loss and 
the T-ball coach called us together to explain that the first 
few years of any sport are meant to be more instructional 
than competitive. He wanted us to understand that young 
kids should focus on the basics – sportsmanship, paying 
attention, hitting and throwing – and having fun. There’s 

plenty of time for the stresses associated with winning and 
losing.” 

 ~ Barry Liebowitz of Hollywood, Florida
What I Learned From Being a Camp Counselor: Outdoor 
Play

Campers have to get up and out of their cabin early every 
day regardless of the weather because it makes them – and 
the whole day – more carefree. Now as a parent of two, I 
say, “Nothing good happens inside the house after 9 a.m.” 
It’s for everyone’s sanity. If it’s hot, turn on the hose. If it’s 
cold, bundle up. If it’s raining, put on boots. My crew always 
feels better after romping around the yard, the streets or 
the park.” 

 ~ Courtney Jacobs of Pawtucket, Rhode Island
What I Learned From Scary Movies: Wise Research 

When my daughter was in preschool, suspenseful movies 
were too much for her to handle. Beauty and the Beast was 
the first movie that made her run out of the room. I needed 
a way to check if a movie was okay first before letting her 
watch. I was relieved to come across commonsensemedia.
org. The site gives very specific details about the age-
appropriateness of tons of movies and tips parents off 
about any scary elements. We skipped many Disney movies 
during that stage.” 

 ~ Elizabeth Russell of Somers, New York
What I Learned From Leading My Daughter’s Girl Scout 
Troop: Teaching Kindness

When my troops were in kindergarten, first, second and 
even third grade, I overheard lots of girls with hurt feelings 
because they had been left out of birthday parties that were 
supposed to have been kept secret. I realized that no matter 
how mature they may seem, children this age just can’t be 
relied on to not say anything. Because I was super-aware 
of this fact, there were times around my own daughter’s 
birthday when I’d have to say to her, “Rather than letting 
feelings be hurt, would inviting that one child really make a 
big difference to you or your party?”

 ~ Jodie Fratantuno of Culver City, California
What I Learned From My Husband: Sensible Screen Time

I used to pass whenever my 4 year old invited me to watch 
TV with her; I’d use that precious time to do housework 
instead. However, my husband would let that stuff go and 
sit and chat with her about the show. I eventually realized 
that by doing that, he was letting her know that he was 
interested in her choices, and he also better understood 
the references she made during play and knew her favorite 
characters and songs. I now see there is some merit in 
occasionally vegging out with a child in front of the TV!

 ~ Annabel Kaplan of Napa, California
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BOLTON CROSSING NEWSLETTER

Reminders
• Monday, Dec. 16: January tuition due
• Monday, Dec. 23 - Friday, Jan. 3: Winter break - no school or P.A.R.K.
• Please call the site cell phone and leave a message each day your child will not attend.
• Have your child wear or pack lots of layers as we will go outside when we can!

Holiday Art
Well it's about halfway through the school year and we're 
still having fun. We have lots of entertaining holiday 
themed activities planned like Santa masks, snow globes 
and handprint reindeer. So be on the lookout for your little 
Picasso's holiday crafts!

Christmas Cards
We are planning a community activity for Christmas to teach 
a sense of helping our own communities. We will make 
Christmas cards to donate to Monterey Nursing Home. 
Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Children’s Chat Corner
We are starting a segment called “Children's Chat Corner.” Miss Paula asks the children different questions and we share their 
answers. They are as unpredictable as they are fun! This month's question was, “If you could help people what would you like 
to do?”

• Eli Holt: Hold the door for someone.
• Connor Heid: Buy food for someone
• Olivia Kalicki and Ava Elder: Stand up for someone being 

picked on.
• Bristol Sanders: Help someone up who fell down.
• Arden Elder: Help people who have gotten hurt.
• Christina Alberts: Respect people.
• Peyton Allen: Help by picking up trash.
• Jack Hershey: Open doors for people.
• La'Niyah Hutchins: Help clean up the earth's trash.
• Lilly McNeal: Help people in wheelchairs.

• Joe Traina: Be a doctor and help people survive.
• Brock Vincent: Encourage people.
• Jaden Hutchinson: Be a policeman and protect people.
• Sofia Wulf: Help people who are hurt and give them a hug.
• Jaxon Stokes: Help the community.
• Robert Stanton: Mow the lawn of someone who couldn't 

do it themselves.
• Pearl Hauter: Help at an animal shelter.
• Aria Hamm: Teach people.
• Sawyer Stasheen: Donate food and clothing to someone 

who needs it.
• Emma Cooper: Teach children.

We did not edit what they children said. We just wrote what they told us.  If you did not see your child this month, make sure to 
look next month!
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BUCKEYE WOODS NEWSLETTER

December 2019
Well, here we are at the end of another year, but we still have a 
fun-filled December to keep our kids active and having lots of FUN.

Weather Reminders
Just a reminder, we still enjoy a quick trip outside if the weather is 20 degrees or above, so send 
gloves, mittens, hats, scarfs and a coat suitable for the weather.  Sometimes a breath of fresh air 
is just what we need. On days the temperature is colder than 20 degrees including wind chill, 
we stay inside and play games and create crafts. We do not let cold weather keep us down. We 
spread cheer with everyone we meet!

Meet our New P.A.R.K. Leader: Ryan!
We know you have seen and met Ryan, our new leader. Ryan, 
as well as all of our staff, looks forward to learning new 
things about our kids, getting to know them as they share 
ideas, creativity, new games and all the smiles on their faces 
as well as ours. It is amazing what just a simple thing as a 
smile can do to change our day.

Kids Corner
Yippee-ki-yay, we are celebrating our kids today!

• Logan Vering for sharing his drawings. 
• Avery Dean for being an awesome 

big sister to her sister, Savannah.
• To our kids who volunteer to be on 

KP duty and help after snack time.
• To our equipment managers who carry 

the balls, hula-hoops, chalk and other 
things we need when we go outside.

• Jacob Newcomb for sharing his 
scouting adventures while camping.

December Activities
We have some awesome activities planned for our kids. Here 
are just a few:

• A group gingerbread house project made by all our kids.
• Wreaths
• Salt-dough ornaments
• Candy cane reindeer
• Felt ornaments

We know the children will have fun creating their decorations 
with that special touch only they can give. They are so 
talented!

 ~ P.A.R.K. Staff: Elaine, Julie, Kate, Ryan, Chase

A Christmas Poem
Christmas snow is on the ground
Children are playing all around.

The crisp air smells like the new fallen snow.
After Christmas where does it go?

It disappears into the night, 
Way up in the sky out of sight.

But we know it will return at Christmas next year,
Bringing us all the Christmas cheer

Have a wonderful Christmas and Happy New Year!
We look forward to seeing you in 2020.
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HIGHLAND PARK NEWSLETTER

Reminders
• Monday, Dec. 16: January tuition due
• Monday, Dec. 23 - Friday, Jan. 3: Winter break - no school or P.A.R.K. 
• If your child will be absent, call the P.A.R.K. site cell phone at 614-571-9624.
• Be sure to sign your child out daily.
• Your child needs to bring a snack and a drink for our daily snack time.
• As we all know, weather changes quite often, so please make sure your child is dressed 

appropriately for the weather, as we go outside every day as long as the weather permits.

Parent Table
Sign your child out at the parent table unless we are outside. 
If we are outside, PLEASE see a leader before leaving with 
your child. Please make sure to sign your child out every 
day. The craft and game of the day are written on the white 
board. Any other important information is placed on the 
parent table.

Craft Projects
Craft projects of the month to look for 
are snow globes, reindeer jingle bell 
sticks, and elf picture frames. 

Jokes of the Month
Q.Q What’s white and goes up?

Q.A A confused snowflake!
Q.Q Where do snowmen go to dance?

Q.A The snowball!
Q.Q Where do snowmen keep their money?

Q.A In a snowbank

Birthdays in December
• Trey .................................. Dec. 4
• Eli ....................................Dec. 10
• Kaylei .............................Dec. 20

Cold Winter Day Activity: Make Your Own Crayon Color
All you needed is some old crayons even broken ones and a cupcake pan.

1. Gather old or broken crayons
2. Break up crayons so they fit in the cavities
3. Set oven to 150 degrees or lowest baking temperature
4. Bake for 10-20 minutes.
5. Let cool.
6. Enjoy!
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J.C. SOMMER NEWSLETTER

Reminders
• Monday, Dec. 16: January tuition due
• Monday, Dec. 23 - Friday, Jan. 3: Winter break - no school or P.A.R.K.
• Friday, Dec. 20: J.C. Sommer Christmas Party!
• Call J.C. Sommer P.A.R.K. cell phone at 614-571-9620 if your child 

will be absent from P.A.R.K. or if he/she is participating in an after-
school activity that delays his/her arrival to P.A.R.K. coming from 
school, such as tutoring sessions or choir outings.

• Make sure your child brings something to eat and drink for our daily 
snack time. 

• If your child does not wear gym shoes to school, ensure he/she 
brings a pair to change into for P.A.R.K., especially during the winter 
when your child often wears snow boots.

• We attempt to go outside every day: please make sure your child has 
the right apparel for the weather, especially as we transition into 
winter. Don’t forget to send your child with a coat, hat and gloves.

December Birthdays
• Ava Hayhurst
• Beau Rinks
• Elliana Sanders

December Activities
Our featured Friday game for the month is reindeer 
tag! For reindeer tag there are two taggers: 
Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus. Everyone else is a 
“reindeer”who chooses a reindeer name. When the 
name is called, the "reindeer" tries to run to the 
other end of the gym without being tagged! When 
“jingle bells” is called everyone runs to the other 
end without being tagged!
Our weekly art themes of the month revolve 
around making Christmas ornaments, homemade 
snow, Grinch slime and more!

December Kid’s Corner: Christmas Short Stories!
The Griswolds ~ Caleb Richter

If I was Clark Griswold, I would not have Snot the dog in my 
house because I would not want the dog to ruin my tree. And 
I would drink a lot of eggnog to get a good night’s sleep. And I 
would not want anyone with a cigar to come by my tree. And I 
would go sledding until I’m dead. 

Dear Santa ~ Braxton Nirider
If I got stuck in a snow globe, I would play around and dive 
into the snow. Then I would yell for my mommy to come play 
with me. Then I would go sledding in the snow globe with 
my mommy. Then I would play football in the snow with my 
brother. Then I would build the perfect snowman with my 
friends and my brother. Then at the end of the day I would 
drink hot chocolate with my brother. 

Reindeer Spa ~ Kylee Scaffidi & Alexa Rose
Kylee and Alexa the elves worked in the reindeer spa. Their job 
was to make sure the reindeer looked perfect for Christmas. On 
Christmas Eve the girls were very busy prepping the reindeer. 
Kylee the elf was in charge of Dasher, Dancer, Prancer and 
Vixen. Alexa was the elf in charge of Comet, Cupid, Donner 
and Blitzen. Rudolf was a special reindeer so both girls got 
him ready. When all the reindeer were ready, it was time for 
takeoff! Santa had the perfect Christmas Eve. 

Stuck in a Snow Globe ~ Kason Ash
If I was stuck in a snow globe, I would play in the fluffy snow. 
Then I would explore the snow globe. I would find a big house. 
Then I would explore inside the house. Then I would find a 
room full of candy! Then I would eat all of the candy! Then I 
would find a gingerbread man. He starts talking and I scream, 
“Ah!” Then we play together and find a dog. Then the dog barks 
at me and I get scared and wake up in my room. The end.
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MONTEREY NEWSLETTER

Crafts
To start this holiday month, Kristi shows us how to make a 
Tea Light Snowman Ornament, so your holidays will glow a 
little brighter. Then Brennan helps us make a Reindeer Hand 
Hat sure to create a picture moment to share with friends 
and family. Lastly, Tiffany shows us how to make a Glass 
Stained Window Ornament to look great on your tree or give 
as a gift. Be on the lookout for these and other great crafts all 
month long including a craft station day Wednesday, Dec. 18.

Random Act of Kindness
This month on each school day we have a different R.A.O.K. 
activity the children can participate in to help spread a 
message of caring and kindness through random good deeds. 
I attached a calendar of our deeds, ask your child what they 
did to help spread kindness each day!

Food Drive
As part of our Random Act Of Kindness, we are holding a food 
drive Friday, Dec. 6 through Wednesday, Dec. 18. All items stay 
in Grove City as donation to the Grove City Food Pantry at the 
United Methodist Church (Purple Door Church). This activity 
helps the community and shows the child the importance of 
contributing to our community. 
We thank you for the donations!

Recipe of the Month: Christmas Peppermint Eggnog
Ingredients:

• 3 eggs
• 1 egg yolk
• ¼ cup white sugar

• ¼ teaspoon 
peppermint extract

• ½ tablespoon vanilla

• 2 cups whole 
milk or cream

• 8 pieces peppermint 
candy

• 2 ounces white chocolate
• Red food dye
• ¼ cup of whipped cream

Directions:
1. Set up an ice water bath and set aside
2. In a saucepan, whisk the eggs, egg yolk, sugar, peppermint 

and vanilla extracts using a whisk. Pour the milk in slowly. 
Cook over medium heat, whisking constantly for 20-25 
minutes or until the mixture coats the back of a spoon.

3. Place the mixture in another bowl and set immediately 
over the ice bath. Whisk while doing so to ensure 
the mixture doesn't congeal or thicken too much. 
Mix in red food dye for a pretty pink color. 

4. Place peppermint candies in a food 
processor and pulse until ground.

5. Melt chocolate and place in a shallow bowl. Dip 
glass in the chocolate, then dip the chocolate-
coated rim in the crushed candies.

6. Pour the eggnog into the glasses and garnish with 
whipped cream and peppermint candies.

Things to Do Around Town
• Through December: Wildlights at The Columbus Zoo
• Dec. 7: Grove City Christmas Celebration and Mistletoe 

Market (10 a.m. - 8 p.m. Times vary by activity; visit 
GroveCityOhio.gov for details.)

• Dec. 13: Rudolph the Red-nosed Reindeer: The Musical 
at the Palace Theatre

• Dec. 16: Double Dare Live at the Palace Theatre
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RICHARD AVENUE NEWSLETTER

Reminders
• If your child will be absent, call and leave a message on the P.A.R.K. site cell 

phone at 614-571-9623.
• Make sure that your child brings a snack and water bottle daily.
• Remember to sign your child out every day.
• Monday, Dec. 16: January tuition due
• Monday, Dec. 23 - Friday, Jan. 3: Winter break - no school or P.A.R.K.

Weather
As winter approaches, make sure your child is dressed for 
the weather in a winter coat with a hat, gloves and scarf. We 
go outside daily as long as the temperature, including the 
wind chill, remains above 20 degrees.

Art Projects
Throughout December we will work on holiday art projects 
to decorate your house for the season! Our weekly themes 
are Holly Jolly Decor Week, Gearing up for Christmas Week 
and Santa Claus Is Coming to Town Week.

December Birthdays
• Caden ............................... Dec. 2
• Haley ................................ Dec. 6
• Jaxson .............................. Dec. 8
• Jacob ..............................Dec. 13
• Liam ...............................Dec. 17
• Parker ............................Dec. 29
• Zackory .........................Dec. 30

Christmas Checklist
 � Look at Christmas lights.
 � Build a snowman.
 � Eat candy canes.
 � Make a gingerbread house.
 � Hold a Christmas craft night.
 � Create a stocking.
 � Decorate the tree.
 � Bake and decorate cookies.
 � Send out Christmas cards.
 � Drink hot cocoa.
 � Host a Christmas movie marathon.

 � Play in the snow.
 � Make an advent calendar.
 � Play family games.
 � Go caroling.
 � Take a Christmas family photo.
 � Leave treats for Santa and Rudolph.
 � Go sledding.
 � Buy/make Christmas presents.
 � Write a letter to Santa.
 � Wear Christmas PJs.
 � Play Christmas music.
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Recipe of the Month: Candy Cane Pie
INGREDIENTS:
Oreo Crust

• 36 Oreo cookies • ½ cup unsalted butter melted
Pie Filling

• 8 oz. cream cheese – softened
• 1 ¼ cups confectioners’ sugar
• ½ cup (1 stick) unsalted 

butter, softened
• 1 ⅓ cups heavy cream
• 1 teaspoon vanilla (or 

peppermint) extract
• 3.9 oz. box vanilla or white 

chocolate instant pudding; 
divide into 4 half-cup servings

• ¾ cup milk
• 2 teaspoons gelatin powder

• 2 tablespoons cold water
• ½ cup crushed candy cane 

or peppermint candies
• ¼ cup mini chocolate chips

Topping
• 4.5 oz. white chocolate (or 

white chocolate chips)
• ¼ cup heavy cream

For Garnish
• 1 ½ ounces semi-sweet 

chocolate, melted
• Crushed candy canes
• Snowflake sprinkles

DIRECTIONS:
Oreo Crust

1. In a food processor, ground 
whole Oreo cookies fine crumbs, 
then stir in ½ cup melted butter 
until evenly moistened.

2. Next, press the mixture in the 
bottom and up the sides of 
tart pan. Place in the freezer 
while you make the filling.

Pie Filling
1. Mix 1 ½ cups heavy cream until soft 

peaks form. Add ¼ confectioners’ 
sugar and vanilla or peppermint 
extract and continue mixing until 
STIFF peaks form. Set aside.

2. Beat softened cream cheese and ½ 
cup softened butter until smooth. 
Add 1 cup confectioners’ sugar and 
beat until well blended and smooth.

3. In a small heatproof bowl, 
dissolve 2 teaspoon gelatin in 2 
tablespoons cold water. Set aside 
for 5 minutes then heat over 
double boiler until the gelatin 
has melted, set aside to cool.

4. Next, stir white chocolate or 
vanilla instant pudding with 
¾ cup milk until thickened.

5. Add the pudding into cream cheese-
butter mixture; mix to combine.

6. Add 2 cups beaten heavy cream 
(reserve leftovers of for garnish), 
mix on low speed just to combine.

7. Add cooled melted gelatin 
and mix just to combine.

8. Stir in chocolate chips and crushed 
candy canes. Pour into crust, 
smooth the top and refrigerate 
until firm (5-6 hours).

Topping
1. In a heatproof bowl, place 

white chocolate chips or finely 
chopped white chocolate. 

2. Next, heat heavy cream until it is at 
a gentle simmer; pour over white 
chocolate. Let sit 1-2 minutes.

3. Stir until all chocolate has melted 
and the ganache is smooth.

4. Spread on top of firmed filling.
Garnish

1. Melt 1 ½ ounces chocolate. 
Transfer into a small sealable 
bag, cut off the corner and drizzle 
over the white chocolate layer. 

2. Use leftovers of beaten heavy cream 
to pipe the swirls around the pie.

3. Sprinkle with crushed candy 
canes and snowflake sprinkles.

4. Store in the fridge.




