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We can all be proud of our community and the recognition we received when 
we became the only central Ohio community named Best Hometown by Ohio 
Magazine for a second time.

This recognition and honor belongs to our community’s residents and businesses.



Enhancing our “lifelong community” model continues as a guiding 

imperative as we wrap up the GroveCity2050 planning. Our most recent 

community survey indicates the effort is trending correctly as 91% of our 

residents rated our community as either a good or excellent place to live. 

This was the highest score ever achieved since the biennial study began in 

1992.

Growing and enhancing our community to further merit those sentiments requires planning and 
investment in education at all levels, libraries, healthcare, housing for first-time home buyers to 
seniors and a superior quality of life including a safe, fun, walkable/bikeable community filled with 
greenspace, parks, history, charm and a pervasive culture that embraces the arts.

As we work to complete GroveCity2050 this summer, we will quickly begin to implement the 
proposed plans for infrastructure, thoroughfare, utility, zoning and land development details 
to ensure we hold strong to keeping our community an ever improving “lifelong community.” 
Implementation will integrate the sophistication of a growing metropolitan community while 
holding onto our well-recognized, small-town charm.

The 2050 planning process includes accommodating the anticipated increase of more than a half-
million people in Central Ohio by 2050 and the resulting housing demand forecasts that point to 
increasing preferences for walkable, complete communities where daily needs are within close 
proximity to homes and jobs.

Our community’s successful pursuit of achieving a “lifelong community” while maintaining 
our small-town charm has not developed without notice. One media group to recognize the 
community’s effort was Ohio Magazine.

Each year Ohio Magazine editors select one community to be recognized as a Best Hometown 
from each of four Ohio regions. The selection criteria includes community spirit, culture and 
heritage; education; health and safety; and the community’s events and attractions.

This year Grove City became the first central Ohio community to repeat as Ohio Magazine’s “Best 
Hometown.” This recognition and honor belongs to the residents and business community of 
Grove City. Our community continues its work at fostering 
the growth of a truly diversified community.

I invite you to read the following pages to review the work 
accomplished by our devoted City associates, City Council, 
City Administration and countless community volunteers 
resulting in another tremendous year for our community. 
We proudly continue to welcome new businesses and 
residents choosing to make Grove City their home every 
day.

Mayor Richard L. “Ike” Stage

Enhancing Our Lifelong Community
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Our community’s well-recognized charm stems in part from the City’s tradition of 

respecting and memorializing its history, events, places and people. 

In 2014, the City acquired the Ruth V. Jividen home, also known as the A.G. Grant Homestead. The home is an 1840s 
era house and Mrs. Jividen was a descendent of one of the area’s first settlers, Hugh Grant Sr., who arrived here in 1805. 
The City’s plan for the homestead, listed in the National Register of Historic Places, is to restore the home, buildings 
and grounds to serve as a living history museum for the period of 1840 to 1900. Restoring the house is the first phase 
of the restoration program with completion this summer. Saturday, July 1 we will celebrate the grand opening of the 
Grant Homestead on a nearly two-acre site and close out the sesquicentennial year of Grove City’s incorporation.

The Grove City Historical Commission and the Southwest Franklin County Historical Society are arranging the family-
friendly event celebrating the City’s history with period costumed actors performing reenactments, children’s games 
and music of the mid-1800s. The Historical Commission’s mission is to develop programs promoting local history 
and cultural arts while working with local 
organizations with similar goals.

Appreciating our community’s past involves 
a dedicated effort to honor our military who 
served our country to keep us all free. Treasuring 
their contribution and that of their families 
is expressed through the City’s new Gold 
Star Families Memorial Park at the corner of 
Broadway and Columbus Street that opened in 
2016, the second Gold Star Memorial in Ohio. 
The site is scheduled for completion later this 
year.

Our community owns a proud history of 
courageous military men and women who 
left our community to serve. To honor our 
community’s Purple Heart recipients Grove City 
was recently named a Purple Heart City. Later 
this year the city will open the Purple Heart 
Memorial Walk at Henceroth Park honoring 
several of the community’s Purple Heart recipients.

Preserving our history and the heritage of our founding fathers is on full display in the City’s historical treasure - 
Century Village. Located at Fryer Park, Century Village is a growing assortment of buildings from Grove City and nearby 
Ohio locations dating from the 1800s. The village consists of a school, log houses, log barn, windmill, granary, an 
operating blacksmith shop and soon the railroad station from the Town Center will join the village.

Preserving our past is a core value in our community and the interest in experiencing Grove City life in the mid-1800s 
continues to grow. If you have yet to experience our Heritage Celebration or Old-Time Harvest Day at Century Village, 
don’t miss these truly educational, family-friendly events.

Treasuring the Past While Building the Future

A.G. Grant Homestead
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Southwest Public Libraries, Grove City Branch

The City has been aggressively redeveloping 
the Town Center for more than 30 years, 
and a vibrant Town Center is a vital element 
to successful economic development and 
an exciting, high quality of life. Since the 
introduction of the Town Center Commercial 
Revitalization (TCCR) grant program in 2001, 
more than 171 grants have been awarded. 
Each grant required matching private funding 
resulting in a Town Center admired and often 
cited as a vital Grove City asset.  

Town Center realized another phase of 
redevelopment with an October grand opening 
of the new $17-million Grove City Library. 
The City of Grove City and Southwest Public 

Libraries entered into a partnership to build the 
46,000-square-foot library in the Town Center 
at Broadway and Grant Avenue. The new library 
replaced the aging facility featuring significantly 
more meeting rooms, quiet study and reading 
space, expanded technology services and 
children’s programming areas. The new library 
has been well received with the total number 
of visits for its first five months of operation 
increasing more than 44 percent over visits to 
the old library for the corresponding months the 
previous year. Patron enrollment for library cards 
increased more than 198 percent for the same 
period.

Treasuring the Past While Building the Future

Grove City Museum & Welcome Center

The Grove City Museum and Welcome Center is 
an exceptional community asset for education 
and tourism. Every year hundreds of students 
visit the museum, taking part in presentations 
and enjoying rotating exhibits hosted by the staff 
and volunteers. The museum, located at 3378 

Park Street, is open Monday through Friday from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Tuesday evenings until 8 p.m., 
Saturday 8 a.m. to noon May through September 
and during special Town Center events. 
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Town Center Redevelopment

Our Town Center remains a vital element of our 
community, both economically and civically. The City 
leveraged public and private redevelopment dollars 
totaling more than $34 million since 2015, enhancing the 
living and business spaces, walkability and aesthetics in 
the Town Center, while preserving its historical charm.

A new pedestrian 
promenade provides 
enhanced connectivity 
between the recently 
completed Grove City 
Library and Broadway 
Station, a 120-unit, up-scale, 
multi-family community 
targeted to young 
professionals and seniors. 
Across the street from 
the new library, the City 
dedicated Ohio’s second 
Gold Star Family Memorial, 
to honor the families of fallen heroes. Additional 
improvements to the memorial will be completed later 
this year.

Building from previous Town Center business successes, 
additional private investments in new businesses have 

been introduced further enhancing the Town Center 
as a destination. Cultivate, a nonprofit incubator, now 
occupies the renovated Grove City Hardware Store 
providing startup services and workspace with a capacity 
to hold up to 100 entrepreneurs. 

Grove City Brewing Co. opened in the fall of 2016 
featuring its own craft 
brewed IPAs and locally-
made wines from the Plum 
Run Winery next door. 
From specialty retailers, 
new eating and dining 
experiences to high-tech 
employers, the Town Center 
continues to offer a diverse 
and creative environment.

The City recently integrated 
and formalized its Town 
Center standards into a 
comprehensive Public 

Realm Vision. These standards will serve to allow the City 
to implement strategic improvements enhancing the 
public’s Town Center experience, from minor pedestrian 
improvements to developing new traffic routes and 
connectors.

Enriching Our Community

Nutcracker Christmas Theme

To complement the Town Center’s charm and rich history at 
Christmas the City introduced an equally charming and historically 
significant Nutcracker-centered decorating scheme throughout 
Town Center.

The family-friendly theme was enhanced in 2014 with the addition 
of an animated City Hall window version of scenes from the 
Nutcracker and last year two 12-foot Nutcrackers were stationed in 
front of the new library to welcome Town Center visitors.

04  | TREASURING THE PAST WHILE BUILDING THE FUTURE
2016 ANNUAL REPORT  |  CITY OF GROVE CITY



Playground - Mirolo Dream Field at Mount Carmel 
Stadium

This year the City will add an extensive playground for 
children of all abilities adjacent to the Mirolo Dream Field 
at Mount Carmel Stadium.

The playground surface is made of a special rubberized 
product to accommodate children who require 
wheelchairs, crutches or walkers. Playground equipment 
has been thoughtfully designed to provide safe 
access and enjoyment for children with various needs. 
Conveniently located, accessible restrooms are available 
due to the playground’s proximity to the Dream Field. 
Partial funding for the playground was provided by a 
$500,000 Ohio Department of National Resources grant 
with significant assistance from Representative Cheryl 
Grossman and Senator Jim Hughes.

The Dream Field and the companion playground were 
dreams of the Little League® Board. Both will enrich the 
lives of hundreds of central Ohio children for years to 
come.

Building a Full-Service Community

Bike/Pleasure Trails & Connectivity

Grove City continues to aggressively improve its bike 
trail connectivity with a total of 43.5 miles adding 
several miles each year.

Widening I-71 between SR 665 & SR 315

The City of Grove City and the Ohio Department of 
Transportation (ODOT) are working together to improve 
traffic access from Stringtown Road to I-71 with important 
ramp and lane improvements.

This year, ODOT will widen I-71 to three lanes between 
Stringtown Road and SR 665 to ease congestion and 
improve safety for the 60,000 to 90,000 daily drivers. 
Widening I-71 between Stringtown Road and SR 315 is 
expected to begin in August and completed in 2019. The 
two projects will cost nearly $90 million.
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Population

Year Residents
2016 37,061
2015 36,509
2014 36,079 
2013 35,817
2012 35,708
Source: MORPC population estimates

Households/Income

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

14,097 14,048

14,147

14,278

14,376

$58,613 $59,139

$61,506 $61,837

$65,514

     Households
  Median Household Income

Sources: ESRI Business Analyst Online for income and Mid-Ohio Regional 
Planning Commission (MORPC) estimates for numbers of households.

Strong Residential Growth
Residential Permits

Year # of Permits Total Dollars
2016 2,371 $50,392,566
2015 2,146 $41,750,872
2014 2,234 $42,262,465
2013 2,273 $47,969,836
2012 1,961 $34,215,464
TOTAL  $216,591,203
Source: City of Grove City

Home Sales

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

 504 613 661 764 804
+5.2%

Source: Columbus Realtors®

Median Home Sale Price
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Board of Zoning Appeals

The Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) meets regularly to 
hear appeals from property and business owners who 
due to a hardship need relief from the building or zoning 
code. The board consists of three citizen members 
appointed for overlapping terms. The BZA considers 
each request carefully to be certain variances granted 
shall not be contrary to the public interest or adversely 
affect the health and safety of persons living or working 
in the vicinity. In 2016, the BZA held eight meetings and 
decided 27 appeals.

Strong Commercial Growth
Planning Commission

Planning Commission performs a vital development 
role for the City reviewing public and private land 
development proposals. In 2015 and 2016, Planning 
Commission reviewed approximately 1.85 million square 
feet of new office, manufacturing and retail development. 
The Commission also recommended approval for more 
than 500 new residential dwellings, single-family lots and 
multi-family units proposed for development throughout 
the city. 

Planning Commission also reviews all land use 
applications such as development plan amendments, 
re-zoning permits, lot splits, plat approval and special use 
permits. Planning Commission reviewed more than 160 
applications during 2015 and 2016.

Employment

Year Jobs*
2016 22,416
2015 21,919
2014 21,059
2013 19,082
2012 18,635
Sources: * The number of jobs for 2012 through 2013 came from the US Census 
Bureau data obtained from the official Census Bureau website “onthemap.ces.
census.gov.” The job numbers for 2015 and 2016 are estimates that assume the 
2014 average wages per job increased at 2% per year.

Non-Residential Building Projects

Year Projects Valuation
2016 43 $303,666,366
2015 19 $34,108,925
2014 14 $24,996,658
2013 29 $44,722,497
2012 8 $29,468,362
TOTAL  $436,962,808
Source: City of Grove City Building Division

Top Employers

South-Western City Schools 
Walmart Distribution Center 
FedEx Ground Package Systems, Inc. 
Halcore Group, Inc. (Horton Ambulance) 
Manheim Ohio 
Walmart Super Center 
Tigerpoly Manufacturing, Inc. 
Tosoh SMD, Inc.  
Nationwide Mutual Insurance Co. 
Buckeye Ranch
Source: The City of Grove City 

2016 Building Division Overview

Total Permits Issued 2,878
Building Division Fees Collected $2,657,235
Number of Inspections 8,371
Registered Contractors 780
Total Valuation $364,028,983
Source: City of Grove City Building Division
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Commercial Construction Activity

Adecco
Aladdin Shrine Center
AT&T, retail
Braces Bar
Broadway Station Multi-Family
Burger King, rebuild
Burn Within Yoga
Carriage Court Memory Care, remodel
China Wok
City Center Child Care
Courtyards on Hoover
Days Inn, remodel
Dollar General
Dollar General Jackson Township
Dollar Shave Club
Dollar Tree, remodel
Express Scripts-Cummins
Farmers Insurance, office

FedEx Ground, remodel
Flyers Pizza
Grove City Brewing Co.
Grove City Library
Harrisburg Station Multi-Family
Health Care Logistics, Inc.
Honeywell
IHOP
Jimmy John’s
Kay Jewelers
Kohl’s Beauty Center
LA Fitness
La Quinta Inns & Suites
Lamplighter Senior Village
Mapfre Insurance office
Marco’s Pizza
Mount Carmel, ambulance storage
Mount Carmel Hospital

Nova Care
O’Charley’s, remodel
Ohio Health
O’Reilly’s Auto Parts
Orangetheory Fitness
Petland
Pinnacle Pets
Precision Jewelers
Red Robin, remodel
RJ Schinner Company, Inc.
Scioto Grove Metro Park
Southwest One
StoryPoint, senior living
Supzilla
Town Center Lofts
Ulta Beauty
The Village @ Gantz Meadows
Wendy’s, rebuild

Strong Commercial Growth

Approved Projects, Not Yet Under Construction

Grove City Center for Dentistry: new one-story 
5,000-square-foot medical office building on Hoover 
Road.

Buckeye Grove Medical Office: 14,000-square-foot medical 
office building for – Ohio ENT and Allergy and a sleep 
health monitoring practice.

Fairfield Inn & Suites: four-story, 50,000-square-foot, 92 
room hotel featuring an indoor pool.

Gateway Retail: 4,500-square-foot, dual-tenant retail 
building to be occupied by a Starbucks Coffee and a 
Chipotle Mexican Restaurant.

Trail View Run: a new residential subdivision to be located 
on Borror Road with 81 single-family lots and 49 condo 
units.

Veterans Health Administration Clinic: 40,000-square-
foot medical office building with 50 per cent of the space 
available for additional tenants.

Waffle House: 1,875-square-foot restaurant will be 
constructed on London-Groveport Road east of the I-71 
interchange.

Woodside at Holton Run: 14.4 acres will be home 
to 56 detached condominiums in the Hoover Park 
neighborhood.
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Beulah Park

The City is working with Falco, Smith and Kelley Ltd., owner/developer on a preliminary development plan for the 212-
acre Beulah Park property. The plan proposes park and open space, single-family homes, empty-nester units, multi-
family units and commercial opportunities. The City is undertaking a two-part stream restoration project through the 
Beulah property. To ensure connectivity the City is constructing a Greenway Trail connecting Demorest Road to the 
Town Center. The 10-foot pedestrian and bicycle path will meander along the restored stream.

Strong Business & Community Growth

Mount Carmel Health System 

The Mount Carmel project is progressing 
daily. The main hospital towers have 
recently undergone the addition of steel 
flooring and construction was initiated 
on the second medical office building. 
Mount Carmel Health System will bring 
1,500 jobs, making it the second-largest 
employer in the City. The hospital is 
scheduled to open in 2018.

Southwest Public Library Grove City Branch

The Grove City branch of the Southwest Public Libraries 
opened in October of 2016. The two-story, 46,000-square-
foot facility is as functional as it is beautiful. In addition 
to thousands of books and media materials, there are 
computers, quiet areas, meeting rooms and art displays 
from local artisans.

Dollar Shave Club

Late in 2016, Dollar Shave Club opened a 180,000-square-
foot distribution center in Grove City. This facility will 
serve two-thirds of its current three-million customers 
and open as its first distribution center located outside 
the State of California. 
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Veterans Health Administration Clinic

Veterans Health Administration Clinic, a two-story 
medical office building, is under construction on 
the west side of North Meadows Drive, adjacent 
to Mount Carmel. The development includes a 
40,000-square-foot medical office building with the 
capacity to house up to five additional tenants. The 
building is expected to

Strong Business & Community Growth

OhioHealth

OhioHealth broke ground on its 22-acre Grove City Medical Campus on the south side of Stringtown 
Road between Buckeye Parkway and SR 104. The first building, due to be complete in late 2017, will be a 
40,000-square-foot private medical building that will include an ambulatory surgery center on the first 
floor with additional medical office space on the second. The second building will be an 80,000-square-foot 
surgical hospital and a 16-bay emergency department, with anticipated completion in late 2018.

Broadway Station

Broadway Station, a co-anchor of the Town Center redevelopment project, is nearing completion, with one of 
the buildings already welcoming new residents. The upscale, three-building, multi-family complex will house 
120, one- and two-bedroom units located in the heart of Grove City’s historic Town Center.
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StoryPoint

StoryPoint, a new senior transitional living community on Orders Road, is nearing completion. The 230,000-square-foot, 
three-story facility housing 200 units providing services ranging from independent living to secured memory care. The 
facility will feature several amenities, such as a restaurant, a barber/salon facility, multi-purpose rooms and a fitness 
center. StoryPoint is scheduled to open in the third quarter of 2017.

Strong Business & Community Growth

Grove City Brewing Co.

Located in historic Town Center the Grove City Brewing 
Company opened its doors in early fall of 2016. The 
brewery features its own craft-brewed IPAs and local-made 
wines from the Plum Run Winery located next door. The 
5,700-square-foot building seats 200 people with both 
indoor and outdoor seating. 

Health Care Logistics, Inc.

Health Care Logistics Inc. is opening a 28,000-square-
foot, two-story office building on Gateway Circle, that will 
be home to its medical call center. Health Care Logistics 
manufactures, packages and distributes a range of 
products designed to help medical professionals simplify 
and improve medication management for their patients. 
They have been in central Ohio since 1978 and the call 
center is expected to open in the fall of 2017.

Hotels

Three new hotels, located between I-71 and Parkway 
Centre Drive, will call Grove City home. The Marriott 
Courtyard will be the first to open in 2017 and offers 
104 rooms, a large meeting room, lounge with a bar 
and a pool. Fairfield Inn & Suites will begin construction 
this spring. In addition to the Fairfield’s 92 rooms, plus 
a boardroom, fitness room, indoor pool and outdoor 
lounge area with a planned opening in 2018. A Hilton 
dual-brand hotel submitted a rezoning application for 
its 190-room dual-hotel and development plans are 
expected soon.

Over the last 10 years, the City’s bed tax collections nearly 
doubled. There are currently 1,200 hotel rooms in the 
City and another 400 will soon be available. Grove City 
has become the go-to suburban lodging destination for 
central Ohio.
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Cultivate

Cultivate is a new addition to Grove City’s historic Town 
Center. The nonprofit incubator, housed in the renovated 
Grove City Hardware Store, provides 8,000 square feet of 
startup workspace. The first floor of the building includes 
four meeting/conference spaces and an area that can 
hold up to 100 people. The second floor has 13 cubicles 
seating one to three people. There are already more than 
60 entrepreneurs working at Cultivate.

Logitech

Logitech, a local company specializing in custom-
engineered, material-handling products and conveyor 
systems, expanded into a new 67,000-square-foot 
manufacturing facility on Seeds Road. The new facility is 
more than twice the size of its original building. Logitech 
has called Grove City home for more than 20 years.

Electro-General Plastics

Electro-General Plastics a 30-year manufacturing 
company also had a need to grow. The company was able 
to immediately solve its space needs by purchasing the 
neighboring property recently vacated by Logitech. 

Rev1 Ventures

Rev1 Ventures, a partner with Grove City for two years, 
provides entrepreneurs and start-up companies with 
guidance, resources and funding to build successful 
businesses. Rev1 and Grove City recently partnered 
with Cultivate to offer exceptional support to the 
entrepreneurs of Grove City. 

Strong Business & Community Growth
Tosoh SMD

Tosoh SMD, a manufacturing company specializing in 
sputtering targets for semiconductor circuitry, added 
67,000 square feet to its existing facility. Tosoh has been 
at its Gantz Road location since 1993 and the facility now 
spans more than 260,000 square feet. Tosoh employs 
more than 300 associates and is one of Grove City’s 
largest, long-time employers.

FedEx Ground

FedEx Ground recently converted a portion of its vehicle 
parking lot to dedicated truck parking and constructed 
a 2,000-square-foot addition to its primary structure, 
streamlining operations. A second guardhouse was added 
to mitigate truck backups onto Seeds Road during peak 
delivery season. FedEx Ground employs more than 500 
people at this facility, its second largest in the United 
States and Canada.

Becknell Industrial

Becknell Industrial is constructing two distribution/
warehouse buildings on the southeast side of Marlane 
Drive and Gantz Road totaling almost 650,000 square 
feet. Becknell is a full-service, national developer 
with a portfolio containing 145 industrial properties 
representing over 17 million square feet across 32 states.

TigerPoly Manufacturing, Inc.

TigerPoly has been producing rubber and plastic 
automotive parts in Grove City for nearly 30 years. Last 
year the company expanded its facility, adding 74,000 
square feet providing a plant total of more than 260,000 
square feet.
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The Grove City Parks and Recreation Department 
offers a wide variety of active and passive 
opportunities for exercise and educational 
enrichment to residents and visitors of all ages. The 
department is just one of 151 nationwide and 12 
in Ohio to earn full accreditation from the National 
Parks and Recreation Association.

The staff manages 21 parks incorporating more than 364 acres 
and 26 miles of nature trails ranging from mini-parks featuring 
meditative space and playground equipment to large community 
parks with special features such as ball fields, sledding hills, 
skateboard obstacles, a stocked fishing pond, a historic village and 
herb gardens. The staff also works closely with Metro Parks at the 
new 620-acre Scioto Grove Metro Park in Grove City.

Grove City hosts a variety of community events providing 
entertainment and gathering destinations for residents and visitors. 
Annual events include the Heritage Celebration (spring) and Old-
Time Harvest Day (fall) celebrating the history of the community, 
the Independence Day Celebration with a fireworks display rated 
among the best in the region (voted Best Suburban Fireworks by 
CityScene magazine for four years in a row), EcoFest celebrating 
the City as a healthy, eco-friendly community, the Homecoming 
Celebration and a charming, Nutcracker-themed Christmas 
Celebration. 

Grove City hosts the moving Ohio Flags of Honor display for a 
weekend each year in the Town Center. This emotional and somber 
display features a field of United States flags posted to remember 
Ohio soldiers who lost their lives serving in Iraq, Afghanistan and 
around the world. 

Free weekly events through the summer include concerts in the 
Town Center on Friday evenings and open-air showings of popular 
movies Thursday evenings on an inflatable screen in Fryer Park.

For those hosting a party or family gathering, Grove City offers 
various shelter options. In addition to smaller, drop-in shelters at 
a number of parks, larger rentable spaces are available at Windsor 
and Gantz parks. For Grove City and Jackson Township residents 
and businesses preferring an indoor facility protected from the 
elements, the 3,500-square-foot Eagle Pavilion at Rotary Lake 
overlooking beautiful Rotary Lake is a popular event venue.

Parks & Recreation
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Program Participation

Program 2016
Adult Sports 1,380
Youth Sports 1,590
Senior Membership 1,054
Big Splash Attendance 31,448
Learn-to-Swim 216
V.I.P. Teen Volunteers 123
P.A.R.K. (Before/After School) 5,784
RecSchool 1,125
Estimated Park Attendance 500,000

Source: Grove City Parks and Recreation Department

The Big Splash

The Big Splash staff earned the Gold International Aquatic 
Safety Award in 2016 for its outstanding commitment 
and protection of the families of our community for the 
seventh time in nine years. 

For the 2017 swim season, The Big Splash is featuring new 
in-water play equipment for young visitors. These colorful 
pipes, levers, wheels and sprayers allow young swimmers 
to experience water in novel ways, having fun while they 
manipulate the water as they learn cause and effect.

Hotel/Motel Bed Tax Funding

Since 1989 the City of Grove City has collected a six 
percent hotel/motel industry bed tax from the City’s 
lodging facilities. Fifty percent of the revenue is used 
to fund our many community special activities and the 
Grove City Visitors and Convention Bureau. 

Year City VCB Total
2016 $376,351 $376,351 $752,702
2015 $350,636 $350,636 $701,272
2014 $310,176 $310,176 $620,352
2013 $272,083 $272,083 $544,166
2012 $266,606 $266,606 $533,211 
Source: Grove City Finance Department

Parks & Recreation

Scioto Grove Metro Park

The new 620-acre Scioto Grove Metro Park opened in 
May. The park, bordered by four winding miles of the 
Scioto River, features kayaking, an archery range, nature 
education center and central Ohio’s only overnight, 
urban backpacking trail.
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Volunteer Involvement Program

During 2016, Grove City teens participated at 
40 events and activities as part of the Volunteer 
Involvement Program. There are 123 teens in 
the program volunteering more than 767 hours 
in 2016. Their participation is significant to the 
success of community events.

The Kingston Center

The City of Grove City entered into a 
partnership agreement with South-Western 
City Schools to lease recreation space for the 
Parks and Recreation Department at the closed 
Kingston Avenue School. The department was 
able to increase program offerings and expand 
current programs through this partnership. The 
Kingston Center is home for the department’s 
administrative offices and the setting for 
a variety of gymnastic, dance, fitness and 
childcare programs. The Kingston Center also 
serves as a home for community events such 
as the monthly blood drive, sponsored by the 
Central Ohio Division of the American Red 
Cross.

As a result of the City assuming responsibility 
of the facility, a historical school site was 
preserved for the community.

Parks & Recreation
The Mirolo Dream Field at Mount Carmel Stadium

The Dream Field, a baseball field for persons of all abilities, opened 
in May 2016. Built with tremendous financial and volunteer support 
from the Grove City Little League® Board. The field is only the 
second such field in central Ohio. The Dream Field was the dream 
of the Little League® Board, six 1950s Grove City Little League® 
baseball players who wanted to create a field where children of 
all abilities would have a chance to swing a bat at home plate and 
hear the crack of the bat hitting the ball. They fulfilled this dream 
through their tireless efforts to raise more than $600,000. The field 
features family restrooms, a special rubberized playing surface 
to accommodate children who require wheelchairs, crutches or 
walkers and a shelter built to accommodate persons with special 
needs.

The 1950s Little League® fundraisers didn’t stop when they finished 
the initial funding. Their next task was to establish an annual 
operating funding program by collecting more than 600 signatures 
to lobby for a Specialty Ohio License Plate. Thanks to their efforts 
Ohio drivers can now purchase a Grove City “Baseball for All” license 
plate and each year funds from each renewal helps fund the “Buddy 
Ball League”, the program that organizes and operates the Dream 
Field player’s program.

A special thanks to the Little League® members for their initiative 
and tenacity, resulting in a tremendous gift to our community. The 
community’s sincere appreciation to: Ron Gabriel, Jimmie Harris, 
Gary Haughn, Jay Pozz, Ryan Sines, Larry Thomas and Jack Widner.

I HELPED
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Tree Commission

A total of 138 trees were planted on public property and 10 Tree 
Commission members volunteered more than 119 hours during 
2016. An Arbor Day program was held in conjunction with EcoFest 
in August when trees were planted in Henceroth Park with help of 
attending residents. 

24th Anniversary, Tree City USA

The City of Grove City is a Tree City USA recipient for more than 20 
years. The Arbor Day Foundation has annually honored Grove City’s 
commitment to its community forestry program. Conserving the 
communities existing trees remains a priority and last year more 
than 1,000 trees were pruned for improved health and aesthetics.

To help ensure new housing complements the City’s green 
initiatives more than 500 new building permit landscape plans 
were reviewed.

Keeping Grove City Beautiful

Keep Grove City Beautiful events and activities included the Adopt-
a-Street/Park program with 44 partners who adopted a street or 
park for litter cleanup and beautification. A total of 952 residents 
volunteered 1,198 hours and collected 5,690 pounds of trash.

During Community Environmental Day/Jackson Township Spring 
Cleanup, 29,380 pounds of paper were shredded, and 225 tires and 
3,080 pounds of e-waste were gathered.

Beautification
Rain Gardens & Green Initiatives

Two rain barrel workshops with 30 participants 
were held in 2016. To date more than 
690 people have attended our rain barrel 
workshops placing more than 700 rain barrels 
into use in the Grove City and Jackson Township 
area.

The City of Grove City diverted 23% of its solid 
waste to a recycling facility and yard waste 
processor in 2016. A total of 14,923 tons of solid 
waste, 2,391 tons of recycling and 2,097 tons of 
yard waste were collected.

More than 100 Boy Scouts volunteered a total 
of 600 hours at the seventh annual Creek 
Sweep. The City of Grove City partners with area 
troops and Keep Grove City Beautiful to clean 
more than 3.4 miles of waterways each year. A 
total of 3,600 pounds of trash was collected.
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Gardens at Gantz Volunteers

The Gardens at Gantz Farm volunteers celebrated a quarter century of dedication, education and cultivation in 
2016. This unique, premier destination in Central Ohio brings history to life through plants and activities allowing 
visitors and participants to make tangible connections to the community’s past through sight, touch and taste while 
preserving a historically significant property.

Tours of the gardens and labyrinth are available upon request.  The home and farm, as well as the park is carved from 
the property of the Gantz family, among the earliest settlers of Jackson Township.

Volunteers support the gardens and serve as stewards to the community dedicating countless hours to promoting 
and educating the public about all the gardens have to offer.

Community Volunteers & Partners

Southwest Public Libraries, Grove City Branch

The City of Grove City and Southwest Public Libraries 
partnered to open a 46,000-square-foot, progressive 
library in Grove City’s historic Town Center. The new 
library replaced the aging building on Park Street 
providing significantly more meeting rooms, quiet 
study and reading space; additional computers; 

an expanded children’s programming area and 
more. The new library was part of a larger Town 
Center project including a promenade of walkways 
connecting the new library and businesses to multi-
family residential units developed by the Pizzuti 
Companies. 
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Growth through Grove City Volunteers

Grove City enjoys a tremendous benefit from the many volunteers serving on various committees, boards and 
commissions. Their commitment and guidance is key to the effective growth and development of our city.

Audit Committee
Paul Alexeeff
Adam Borchers
Charles W. Boso, Jr. 
Joseph Merth
Mike Turner

Board of Zoning Appeals
John W. Brant
George Holinga
Larry Titus

Civil Service Commission
Marjorie Brant
Dr. Robert Gardner
Keith Larsen
Stephen Smith

Historical Commission
Gary Buckingham
Kim Conrad
Barbara Howison
Karen Lane
Mike Lilly
Lisa Napier-Garcia

Little League® Board
Jay Pozz, President
Jimmie Harris, Vice President
Larry Thomas, Secretary
Jack Widner, Treasurer
Ron Gabriel
Gary Haughn
Don Walters

Park Board
Ted Berry
Sam Clark
Alexis Fitzsimmons
Jamie Hannon
Brenda Hritz
Alice Sweeley

Planning Commission
Dr. John Dubos
Gary Leasure
Mike Linder
Julie Oyster

Records Commission
Charles W. Boso, Jr. 
Debbie Reeves
Stephen Smith
Mike Turner

Tree Commission
David Berna 
Maureen Cahill
Dickson Dickson
Michael Esposito 
Laurie Fomby
Randy Johnson
Jim Lanman
Mark Lowe
Bill Metzler
Jack Moore
Dan Snyder
 

Keep Grove City Beautiful
Sam Clark
Jennifer Eschbach
Mike Esposito
Wendi Faulkner
Marc Fleming
Michelle Fulks
Dale Heiser
Kristi Higginbotham
Dennis Hunter
Camille Kopczewski
Mary LeStourgeon
Jodee Lowe
William Myers
James M. Roberts
Linda Rosine
Doug Swartz
Tricia Zelenak

Community Improvement 
Corporation
Steve Bennett
Ted Berry
Charles W. Boso, Jr.
Steve Bowshier
Jeff Compton
Larry Corbin
Karen Evans
Hugh Garside
Jeff Guminey
Julie Oyster
Richard L. “Ike” Stage
Mike Turner
Bill Vedra

Our community is fortunate to have so many dedicated volunteers involved with service groups assisting Grove City.

American Legion Paschall 
Post 164

Buddy Ball League of Grove City 
Grove City Civic Club
Grove City Community Club
 Grove City Elks
Grove City Food Pantry
Grove City Kiwanis

Grove City Noon Lions Club
Grove City Lions Club
Grove City Rotary
Mid-Ohio Foodbank
Knights of Columbus
Scouting organizations
 South-Western City Educational        
 Foundation

 Southwest Christian Ministerial 
 Society
 Southwest Franklin County Historical 
 Society
Veterans of Foreign Wars 8198

Community Volunteers & Partners
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Grove City Kids Association

The Grove City Kids Association (GCKA) is 
dedicated to offering the best youth experience 
possible by providing an environment focused 
on maximizing each participant’s potential. 
GCKA a private youth organization providing 

the community with four youth sports programs 
soccer, football, cheerleading and girls softball 
with the support of more than 225 volunteers. 
GCKA accepts 2,000 youth sign-ups annually with 
more than 4,000 visitors to Murfin Field each year.

Community Volunteers & Partners

YMCA in Grove City & Urbancrest

The Grove City and Urbancrest YMCAs work every day to strengthen 
the community through youth development, healthy living and 
social responsibility. The YMCAs serve more than 13,000 members 
with over 370,000 annual member visits. 

COTA Grows with Grove City

The Central Ohio Transit Authority (COTA) is a 
community partner committed to delivering 
quality public transportation services providing 
for the changing needs of residents and 
communities in the growing central Ohio 
region. In 2015, COTA began implementing 
service improvements as part of its Transit 
System Redesign. Transit enhancements in 
Grove City community include more frequent 
bus service every 30 minutes, seven days a 
week on Line 3 Northwest/Harrisburg, as well 
as an increase from three to five commute 
trips, and from one to two reverse commute 
trips on Line 61 Grove City. In addition, COTA’s 
long-range NextGen planning effort identifies 
phased improvements for the Grove City 
community.

 |  19TREASURING THE PAST WHILE BUILDING THE FUTURE
CITY OF GROVE CITY  |  2016 ANNUAL REPORT



Grove City Town Center

Grove City Town Center Inc. operates with an important 
mission to preserve, support, educate and enhance 
the historic Town Center. As a membership based 
organization the group advocates a mission and vision 
of the businesses and residents of the town center. With 
the help of many community volunteers, Grove City Wine 
and Arts Festival, the third largest wine and arts festival 
in Ohio, Bourbon Tasting, Octoberfest and an expanded 
Mistletoe Market are among the many successful events 
scheduled annually. Find the Grove City Town Center 
online at www.grovecitytowncenter.org. 

Community Volunteers & Partners
Grove City Visitors & Convention Bureau

Visit Grove City, the convention and visitors bureau for the 
Grove City area, enhances economic growth by increasing 
the visibility of Grove City as a premier place to meet, 
stay, work and play through promotion and product 
development. Over 2015 and 2016, Visit Grove City 
earned 12 marketing awards from both the Ohio Travel 
Association and the Ohio Association of Convention and 
Visitors Bureaus.

In 2016, Visit Grove City engaged North Star Destination 
Strategies to develop a tourism “BrandPrint”, a process 
which includes rounds of internal and external perception 
surveys, focus groups and interviews to help to identify 
Grove City’s unique position as a tourism destination. The 
data is then put to work in the form of creative branding 
and messaging, which Visit Grove City will use to drive 
more day and overnight visitors to the area. The results 
of the project will be shared with stakeholders and the 
community later in 2017.

Grove City Area Chamber of Commerce

The Grove City Area Chamber of Commerce’s annual Arts 
in the Alley treats more than 30,000 attendees to juried 
arts and craft vendors, great entertainment and delicious 
food from local eateries. The chamber’s award-winning 
Farmers’ Market provides attendees with a fresh array 
of local fruits, vegetables, baked goods, teas and coffee, 
plants, beef, pork and bison. The chamber enhanced the 
event with Cooking at the Farmers’ Market. Local chefs 
and cooks are invited to shop the market and prepare 
meals at the George Edge Music Park on Broadway 
from their purchases for sampling. In 2016, the Grove 
City Area Chamber of Commerce’s Farmers’ Market 
won City Scene Magazine’s Best of the Bus Award and 
scored second in the Columbus Dispatch’s CBUS awards. 
Chamber membership is well over 500 members strong 
and growing as businesses are drawn by the numerous 
educational programs, networking opportunities and 
communication outlets provided by the chamber. For 
more information on the Grove City Area Chamber of 
Commerce, visit www.gcchamber.org. 
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City income taxes are the largest 

source of revenue for Ohio 

municipalities.

Grove City’s income taxes provide basic local 
services such as funding our police, parks and 
recreation and capital improvements. For the 
year ended Dec. 31, 2016, tax collections were 
$23,631,687, an increase of $729,665 or 3.2% 
above 2015 collections. This total variance in 
income tax collection is due to an increase in 
withholding taxes by $676,099 or 4.1%, individual 
taxes were down by $26,020 or 1.2%, and net 
profit taxes were up by $79,586 or 1.9%. This 
strong income tax performance is a testament to 
the planning and development activities the City 
has implemented over the years.

Strong Financials

Grove City Income Taxes
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2016 
Expenditures

General Fund Expenditures

The City expended $38,898,418 of the General Fund income in 2016. The chart illustrates how General Fund operating 
expenses were allocated. The largest use of General Fund dollars in 2016 was to provide safety and security to our 
community by funding the Division of Police. More than $13.5 million was earmarked for capital projects.

Fund balances are accumulated 
over time resulting from revenues 
exceeding expenditures creating 
a reserve. One benchmark the 
City continuously targets is the 
maintenance of reserves sufficient 
to cover three months of annual 
operating expenses. At the end of 
2016, the General Fund unexpended 
balance was $10,331,552, which 
equates to approximately five months 
of operating expenses. This reserve 
serves to fund major projects and as a 
safety net to protect the City against 
any significant loss in revenues or 
unanticipated major expenditures.

 |  21TREASURING THE PAST WHILE BUILDING THE FUTURE
CITY OF GROVE CITY  |  2016 ANNUAL REPORT



Community Partnerships

Grove City is proud of its well-deserved reputation as a 
safe community. The Grove City Division of Police and the 
community continue to be creative in developing strong 
community partnerships vital to preventing and solving 
crimes. These community partnerships are measured and 
have proven to be quite effective.

Citizens Police Academy

The Grove City Citizens Police Academy provides insight 
into the mission, goals, objectives and operations of the 
Division of Police through education. The program is 
designed for residents who live in Grove City, Jackson 
Township or those who pay Grove City income tax. Class 
members are encouraged to share their experiences and 
education with police instructors and class participants to 
improve community and police partnerships.

Safety

National Night Out

A popular annual event, National Night Out, held the 
first Tuesday in August is designed to heighten crime 
and drug prevention awareness, generate support for 
local anti-crime programs, promote neighborhood pride, 

police-community partnerships and send a message to 
criminals that neighborhoods are organized and fighting 
back. Grove City’s National Night Out block parties always 
include family-friendly activities.
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Seniors & Law Enforcement Together

The Grove City Division of Police in partnership with the Jackson Township Fire Department 
developed the Seniors and Law enforcement Together program. The program is designed to 
provide seniors vital information regarding crimes specifically targeting seniors and measures to 
improve early identification and necessary action. Residents attend monthly meetings featuring 
local and regional speakers regarding elder safety and security.

Safety

D.A.R.E.

The Grove City Division of Police and South-Western City Schools 
have been partners in the D.A.R.E. program for 29 years.   

The annual Safety Town program, held in conjunction with the 
Jackson Township Fire Department, is where many students get 
their first introduction to the D.A.R.E. officers. In this engaging 
atmosphere the officers are able to begin a relationship that can 
make a big impact on a child’s future. Students registered for 
kindergarten in the fall are eligible to attend this free safety course. 

Officers assisted with safety drills at schools throughout the city as 
well as presentations on bicycle safety, conflict resolution, internet 
safety and general safety.
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2016 Community Outreach Statistics

Event Number of Total Citizens/
 Public Appearances Students Attending
Active Shooter Response Class 14 416
BlockWatch Meetings 10 134
Building Tours 4 53
Child ID Events 18 1,133
Child Safety Talks 11 505
D.A.R.E. Presentations 123 3,268
Distracted Driver Awareness 5 415
S.A.L.T. Meetings 11 182
Safety Town Week Long Event 266
3rd Grade Safety Belt Talks 15 669

Safety

Community Watch Volunteer Program

The Community Watch Volunteer (CWV) Program is 
comprised of dedicated community citizens who donate 
personal time serving in support of the Division of Police.

Program members are well trained in this vital community 
service by first completing the Grove City Division 
of Police Citizens Police Academy course. Additional 
training involves improving observation techniques, 
radio communication, vehicle lock-outs and preferred 
community interaction techniques.

The CWV participants serve as police ambassadors while 
supporting various crime prevention, traffic and special 
event requests.

To enhance the program’s visibility and mobility, two 
decommissioned cruisers from patrol service are outfitted 
to support the program and its members. The vehicles are 
relettered with prominent “Community Watch” markings 
to distinguish them from police vehicles and to encourage 
community interaction.
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Explorer Program

The Explorer Program provides teens and 
young adults between the ages of 14 and 21 
years who have an interest in becoming law 
enforcement officers hands-on experience in 
the law enforcement field. Explorer candidates 
participate regularly in Parks and Recreation 
events.

Safety

Cram the Cruiser

In the spirit of holiday giving, the City of Grove 
City and Grove City Division of Police held 
the second annual “Cram the Cruiser” event 
at the United Methodist church and locations 
throughout Grove City. Monetary donations 
and new toys were collected for children in 
need at Franklin County Children Services, 
children who have experienced abuse, neglect 
or other difficult home situations. Donations 
doubled those received at the inaugural event 
in 2015.
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The Grove City Division of Police handled 
nearly 100,000 police, fire and emergency 
medical service calls in 2016. More than 
17,000 of the calls were for 911. 

Public Safety Calls

Year Non-Emergency All Wireless
 Calls 911 Calls 911Calls
2016 92,568 17,303 12,665
2015 97,267 20,182 15,332
2014 95,135 15,583  10,520
2013 95,058 15,163  10,370
2012 87,134 15,476  10,428

Smart911

Grove City is the first community in Ohio to offer 
Smart911, the national safety service that provides 
more effective emergency response. Smart911 allows 
citizens to create a safety profile for their household 
including information they feel will help 911 and 
response teams in the event of an emergency.

When a Smart911 citizen makes an emergency call, 
their safety profile is automatically displayed to the 911 
call taker, making it easier for the 911 operator to send 
the right response teams to the right location with 
the right information. Responders can then be aware 
of special details often not shared with emergency 
responders. For example fire crews can arrive at a 
house fire knowing how many people live in the home 
and the location of bedrooms. EMS responders can 
be advised of allergies or specific medical conditions 
and police can have the photo of a missing child in 
seconds.

Safety

Crime Trends
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Canine Program

The Canine Program is staffed by one canine 
officer and one police canine. Max is a dual 
purpose working canine, specializing in 
narcotic interdiction and patrol work. Max 
was recertified through the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Commission and the Office of the 
Attorney General in Patrol Related Criminal 
Apprehension; Canine Control and Searches. He 
is also certified as a Special Purpose Canine in 
tracking, article searches and various narcotics 
and their derivatives. Max is a three-year-old 
Belgian Malinois and has been with Grove 
City and Officer Brian Kitko since June 2015. In 
2016 the Canine Team was deployed 314 times 
resulting in 166 assisted arrests.

Safety
Online Reporting System

The Grove City Division of Police introduced 
an Online Police Reporting System known 
as COPLOGIC. The system allows residents 
to submit a non emergency incident report 
through an easy-to-use reporting tool on the 
Grove City Police web page. Once submitted, 
each report will be received and, if appropriate, 
given a case number and assigned to a 
detective to investigate.

The system is user-friendly and provides a quick 
and easy method to report non-emergency 
incidents. The data obtained from the Online 
Police Reporting System helps law enforcement 
identify areas of heightened crime activity and 
peak time periods.

Communications

The City partnered with Franklin County to 
move communications to the digital Multi-
Agency Radio Communications System 
(MARCS). This change improved the quality 
of emergency communications as well as 
interoperability among safety partners.
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Jackson Township Fire & Emergency Services

Jackson Township Fire Department (JTFD) provides fire and emergency medical services to Grove City, and the 
department achieved a Class 2 classification from the Insurance Services Office. This places the fire department in the 
top 1.5% of the more than 49,000 fire departments across the country.

JTFD is active in community engagement through safety education programs including school visits to teach CPR and 
car seat installation checks. In 2016 more than 300 car seats were inspected for proper installation. This effort proved 
to be significant as only 18% were correctly installed upon arriving at the inspection site.

Safety

EMS Run Statistics
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Grove City is proud of its commitment to 

education, learning and the partnerships 

it enjoys with its local schools. The City is 

served by the South-Western City School 

District (SWCSD), the fifth largest district in 

Ohio, with 21,747 students. 

Three private schools have provided decades of quality 
education to our community. Grove City Christian, Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help and Beautiful Savior Lutheran 
schools have been recognized in ways ranging from 
students receiving millions of dollars in financial 
scholarships to Presidential Blue Ribbon Schools awards.

Grove City D.A.R.E. officers work with public and private 
elementary and intermediate school students to help 
them learn good decision-making skills to make safe 
and responsible choices in their lives. School resource 
officers assist with safety and security awareness at the 
high schools, mentor students, training staff and school 
administrators.

The city has been actively engaged in advancing 
educational opportunities introducing the Center for 
Higher Education in 2010 with evening college courses 
at the South-Western Career Academy, followed by 
the Higher Education Investment Program providing 
scholarships to qualifying Grove City residents in 2015.

Beautiful Savior Lutheran School

Beautiful Savior Lutheran School is operated by Beautiful 
Savior Evangelical Lutheran Church a member of the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. The school 
accommodates preschool through the eighth grade 
with a curriculum designed to allow students to grow 
spiritually, intellectually, emotionally, socially and 
physically.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help School

Established in 1960, Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic 
School boasts low student- to-teacher ratios, excellent 
academic outcomes, and has twice won the Presidential 
Blue Ribbon Schools award. Open to students in 
preschool and kindergarten through eighth grade, the 
grade school offers a before- and after-school enrichment 
program for those families who need extended coverage 
for their children during the work week, as well as two-
three and five-day schedules, both half- and full-day, for 
its pre-kindergarten students.

Education

 Grove City Christian School

Grove City Christian School (GCCS), a ministry of Grove 
City Church of the Nazarene, exists to partner with 
parents and their churches to provide the spiritual and 
academic foundation needed to prepare students to be 
Christian leaders who impact their world. For over 25 
years the school has educated students from a biblical 
worldview and enhancing and engaging students in 
learning while challenging them to think critically.  As a 
chartered, non-public school, there are more than 630 
students in Discovery Kindergarten through 12th grade 
and 114 area churches are represented by the student 
body. During the past two years, the students were 
awarded $10 million in scholarship dollars, an average of 
$88,495 per student. Along with the rigorous academics, 
the students develop their talents and abilities through 
participation in the extensive athletic programs, including 
the recent additions of swimming, rifle, and indoor track 
and field, and multiple fine art and club opportunities.
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South-Western City School District, Grove City Schools

The 119-square mile South-Western City School District (SWCSD) 
operates the following schools located within Grove City: Central 
Crossing and Grove City high schools (grades 9-12); the South-
Western Career Academy (grades 11-12); Brookpark and Jackson 
middle schools (grades 7-8); Hayes, Holt Crossing and Park Street 
intermediate schools (grades 5-6); Buckeye Woods, Highland Park, 
J.C. Sommer, Monterey, and Richard Avenue elementary schools 
(grades K-4); and the South-Western Preschool Center.

With the onset of the 2015-2016 school year, SWCSD implemented 
two exciting new programs – all-day, everyday kindergarten (ADK) 
for its youngest learners and The Accelerated Learning Center 
(ALC) for high school learners. The ALC offers dual-credit courses 
in software development, general liberal arts and applied sciences 
programs in collaboration with Columbus State Community 
College. Imagine earning more than 30 college credits while still 
in high school without traveling outside the school district. What 
an amazing opportunity for our children, not to mention the cost 
savings to families. Students also have the opportunity to take 
Advanced Placement courses to earn college credit. It’s no wonder 
some students are now attending such prestigious colleges as Yale, 
Harvard and Princeton.

The addition of ADK has increased the district’s youngest students 
learning time by 100% while also providing families with consistent 
planning and programming. The youngest learners are reading 
and writing at more advanced levels than ever before. Elementary 
school learners all attend school in a new or like-new school 
building with more efficient and enhanced security features and 
new technology allowing students to connect with the world 
around them.

Middle school students can earn high school algebra and geometry 
credits. They can also take courses in digital communication, career 
exploration and pre-engineering to help them choose their high 
school educational path.

Three new courses were added at the South-Western Career 
Academy to help students keep pace with the changing world’s 
software development, cyber security, and health information 
management. Students can earn industry-recognized credentials 
and college credit while working with many Grove City businesses.

Education
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GroveCity2050

GroveCity2050, an exciting and vital initiative to proactively shape 
where and how the community grows is nearing completion. 

Guiding the GroveCity2050 process and recommendations of the 
plan is a 30-person steering committee formed through a public 
application process to represent the city’s many diverse interests. 
The committee members also serve as liaisons to the community 
to help keep the public involved in the process. A total of 99 
applications were received for people interested in sitting on the 
committee, and due to the tremendous interest in serving, two 
“working groups” were formed. These groups examined specific 
plan topics in more detail and made recommendations to the 
steering committee.

Public input has been a vital element of the GroveCity2050 
initiative, to ensure the recommendations contained in the plan 
reflect the values of the community. The committee gathered 
input at city events, through the city’s website, social media 
and two public workshops. The city received input from more 
than 300 individuals through these avenues. Finally, a series 
of stakeholder meetings were held with local businesses and 
organizations to gain their input.

Staff is finalizing its technical analysis and compiling the results 
from the last public open house and online input. After final 
review by the steering committee, the plan will be sent to City 
Council for public adoption in May or June. GroveCity2050 is 
designed to be a long-term policy guide. Implementation of the 
plan will begin immediately after its adoption to ensure that 
Grove City continues its prominent position as a desirable place 
to live, work and invest.

Future Community Projects

Fiber Optic Network

This summer the City will begin the construction of a fiber 
optic network to provide Lit Network Services to many of 
the community facilities in the southwest corridor. This 
project will bridge a void in central Ohio’s fiber network; 
no municipal fiber network currently exists below I-70. The 
network will be comprised of more than 84 route miles of 

fiber optic cable providing enhanced network services to 
57 community facilities including The City of Grove City, 
Jackson Township, Prairie Township, Pleasant Township 
and South-Western City Schools District. This project is on 
schedule to meet the July 1, 2017 commitment to have 
the schools operational.
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Beulah Park – West Water Run Stream Restoration

A two-part stream restoration is underway in preparation for Beulah Park redevelopment. West Water Run, also known 
as Republican Run, is a tributary to the Middle Scioto River. The City is taking a progressive approach to storm water 
management, water quality, stream habitat and flood control with the restoration of this stream. A natural channel 
design will be utilized to restore 4,000 linear feet of stream. The work will flow from the CSX railroad tracks winding 
west through the Beulah property ending before Demorest Road. To further enhance the connectivity of Beulah and 
the western community, the City is constructing a Greenway Trail connecting Demorest Road to the Town Center. The 
10 foot pedestrian and bicycle path will be designated a Green Space Conservation Area. 

Stringtown Road Improvements

The City of Grove City, in cooperation with OhioHealth 
and the Franklin County Infrastructure Bank, will make 
improvements on Stringtown Road between SR 104 
and Target. Improvements beginning early this summer 
include a water and sanitary sewer main installation, 
widening of the roadway and a bike path on the south 
side of Stringtown Road.

The City will repave Buckeye Parkway from White Road 
north to Stringtown Road and west on Stringtown 
Road to Jackpot Road. A dedicated bus pull-off will be 
added on Parkway Centre Drive. Buckeye Parkway will 
see the addition of a second westbound turn lane onto 
Stringtown Road. Work has begun on the curbs along 
Buckeye Parkway.

Further west, dual right turn lanes will be added on 
Stringtown Road to I-71 north. The eastbound left turn 
lane from Stringtown Road onto Jackpot Road will be 
extended to accommodate more vehicles.

Future Community Projects

Splash Pads & Parks 

During the off-season, The Big Splash added three new 
water features to the pool and pool deck. In the shallow 
end, a 28 foot long tube will spray water from 15 separate 
showers and nozzles including six dumping-buckets and 
paddle spinners; a second feature geared toward small 
children will replace the toddler slide; and a third feature 
was erected on the pool deck near the deep end. Both 
features will recycle water to and from the pool.

The Discovery Frontier playground at Fryer Park will also 
receive a water feature, due to open this summer. The 
design of this spray ground will complement the existing 
playground equipment at Discovery Frontier, continuing 
the galaxy-inspired theme. The most eye-catching feature 
will be a large, colorful rocket which sprays water from the 
exhaust. Other features include a Splash-O-Lator, star, sun 
and moon dumping vessels and an Astro-Foam shooter.
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More than 30 years ago, our community made a commitment to planning that 
positioned us as one of the fastest-growing cities in Ohio. This commitment 
included a pledge that the planning would embrace our well-recognized, 
small-town charm. GroveCity2050 is a process in its final phase that engages 
the community to assist in the development of growth plans and policies for 
the next 30 years. We are planning for our community to be central Ohio’s best 
hometown year after year.
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Offer the highest quality of life achievable.
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