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City of Grove City 
 

Storm Water Management Plan Certification 
 
“I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared 
under my direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that 
qualified personnel properly gathered and evaluated the information submitted. Based on 
my inquiry of the person or persons who manage the system, or those persons directly 
responsible for gathering the information, the information submitted is, to the best of my 
knowledge, true, accurate, and complete. I am aware that there are significant penalties 
for submitting false information, including the possibility of fine and imprisonment for 
knowing violations.” 
 
 
 
     ________________________________________ 
     Cindi Fitzpatrick, P.E.  
     Public Service Director 
     City of Grove City, Ohio
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Executive Summary 
 
The City of Grove City is required to prepare a Storm Water Management Plan (SWMP) 
in accordance with 40 CFR 123.25 and Ohio law (OAC 3745-39). This document outlines 
the City’s program to develop, implement and enforce a storm water management 
program designed to reduce the discharge of pollutants to the maximum extent 
practicable, to protect water quality, and to satisfy the appropriate requirements of the 
Clean Water Act (CWA) in accordance with the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency 
(OEPA) National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Phase II program. The 
SWMP addresses the Six Minimum Control Measures as required by state regulations. The 
plan also identifies the City’s legal authority to implement the requirements of the OEPA’s 
general permit, OHQ000003.  
 
The overall goal of the plan is to protect water quality by reducing or preventing 
pollutants from mixing with stormwater runoff and flowing into the City’s owned and 
operated small municipal storm sewer system (MS4) and into waterways. A MS4 system is 
a conveyance or system of conveyances owned and operated by the City designed or 
used for the collecting and conveying solely stormwater into surface waters of the state.  

Components of the overall MS4 system consist of the following: 

 Municipal streets 
 Storm sewer pipe and catch basins 
 Roadway curbs and gutters 
 Ditches and constructed channels  

 
A copy of the City of Grove City MS4 Map is provided within Appendix A.  

Legal Authority 
 
The City of Grove City Ordinance No. C-06-03 provides the Director of Public Service the 
authority to sign the Storm Water Management Plan and the OEPA Notice of Intent (NOI) 
application that is required to obtain permit coverage under the Small MS4 NPDES 
General Permit. A copy of Ordinance No. C-06-03 is provided within Appendix B.  
 
The City of Grove City Code provides the City with the authority to control the quality of 
separate storm water discharge to its MS4 system. The City of Grove City has both the 
fiscal resources and legal authority to fully implement its Storm Water Management Plan. 
The City has adopted this Storm Water Management Plan for the permitting period, 
2014-2019. A copy of the OEPA approval letter is provided within Appendix C.  
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Permit Coverage Area 
 
The SWMP traverses all areas within the incorporated City limits. Grove City has an 
estimated population of 36,720 (MORPC-Population Estimates, 2016) and encompasses 
approximately 16.36 square miles.   
 
The City of Grove City is largely residential, with concentrations of commercial areas 
along main thoroughfares such as Stringtown Road and Broadway. The City also includes 
major industrial park areas along the I-270 and I-71 corridor. The industrial parks 
generally include warehouse-type activities, rather than large-scale manufacturing 
facilities.  
 

Reporting Requirements 
 
The City of Grove City will annually prepare a report during the permit cycle. The report 
is required to be submitted to the OEPA by April 1st of each year. The report will include 
the status of compliance with the permit conditions, an assessment of the appropriateness 
of the best management practices (BMPs) and progress towards achieving measurable 
goals for each of the six Minimum Control Measures.  
 
A summary of the activities the City will undertake during the subsequent annual reporting 
cycle and any changes to the BMPs or measurable goals will be included in the annual 
report.  
 
The City will also summarize all data collected and analyzed during the course of the 
permit cycle, and include said summary as part of the annual report. 
 

Storm Water Management Plan (SWMP) 
 
The SWMP outlines the Six Minimum Control Measures that are expected to result in 
reductions in the adverse effects of storm water discharged by the City of Grove City. The 
City is located entirely within the Scioto River watershed (Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC) 
05060001. These assessment units are very large, and do not reflect individual tributaries 
serving Grove City). Several small creeks run west to east through Grove City to the Scioto 
River. Grove City Creek and its tributaries drain the center area of the City, Grant Run 
and tributaries drain the southern area, while Brown and Marsh Runs drain the northern 
area. Two noncontiguous areas of the City border the west bank of the Scioto River. The 
locations of the streams within the City are identified on the MS4 map provided within 
Appendix A.  
 
Where applicable, The OEPA requires Best Management Practices (BMPs) to be selected 
as part of the overall SWMP to address US EPA approved Total Maximum Daily Load 
(TMDL) recommendations for identified water quality problems associated with MS4 
discharges within the City’s MS4 watershed. TMDLs identify and evaluate water quality 
problems in impaired water bodies and propose solutions to bring those waters into 
attainment. 
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The Scioto River (middle) watershed TMDL report is currently being prepared by the 
OEPA and has not been approved by the U.S. EPA as of the date of this plan 
preparation.  
 
The SWMP Six Minimum Control Measures (MCMs) are: 
 
1. Public Education and Outreach 
2. Public Participation/Involvement 
3. Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination 
4. Construction Site Storm Water Runoff Control 
5. Post Construction Storm Water Management in New Development and Redevelopment 
6. Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping for Municipal Operations 
 
Each measure is addressed separately within the plan. Generally, the plan identifies the 
goals, strategies, existing programs and proposed programs for each minimum control 
measure. A table of organization outlines who will be responsible for completing each 
Minimum Control Measure under this plan (Figure 1).  
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MCM 1: Public Education/Outreach 
 
The City of Grove City has chosen a mix of BMPs for public education and outreach. This control measure targets homeowners, 
commercial property owners, the development community and the general public (those visiting Grove City and non-homeowners).  
 
The program for the City of Grove City is predicated largely on increasing awareness of how the City’s municipal separate storm 
sewer system (MS4) functions and stormwater pollution prevention through information dissemination. As awareness increases, the 
program will be enhanced to include more active public participation. 
 
Public education and outreach programming must target at least five different storm water themes or messages over the permit term 
and reach 50% of the City’s total population. At a minimum, at least one theme or message must be targeted to the development 
community. The City must report each mechanism used to educate the community, including each storm water theme. The City must also 
report the audience targeted and estimate how many people were reached through each mechanism. 

Education Materials and Strategies 
The City partners with Franklin County Soil and Water Conservation District (FSWCD) to assist with the City’s education program. A 
copy of the FSWCD Memorandum of understanding is provided within Appendix C. The City of Grove City has a number of existing 
programs specifically for the dissemination of information to its citizens. These include a storm water management website, educational 
articles, and water quality related presentations and workshops that are targeted towards students and residents. The City developed 
an educational program to include: 
 

1. Alternative information sources (website); 
2. On-site sewage treatment system maintenance information for residents; 
3. Educational articles for publication; 
4. Water quality related workshops; 
5. A display and booth participation at the City’s major events (EcoFest) 

 
The City of Grove City is planning to implement additional means of distributing educational information to the public by developing a 
social media program and including education information within utility bill mailings and the City’s newsletter. Additionally, the City is 
planning to update the stormwater management website to provide additional methods for residents to obtain stormwater pollution 
prevention and water quality education.  

Reaching Diverse Audiences 
The public education program uses a variety of strategies to reach a diverse audience.  The City’s local strategies include reaching 
commercial areas through brochures and publications, school-age children through the South-Western City School District, homeowners 
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through City publications and the development community through the Stormwater Design Manual available on the City’s website. As a 
result of this outreach program, diverse audiences will be informed of the importance of reducing storm water pollution, ways they can 
incorporate pollution reduction in their daily lives, and opportunities for individual or group involvement. 

Education Themes and Target Pollutant Sources 
The education materials and strategies the City will implement over the permit period will cover a variety of themes or messages, 
including but not limited to the following: 
 

1. Construction site stormwater runoff management; 
2. Urban stormwater runoff pollution prevention, including home sewage treatment system maintenance and stream riparian 

corridor protection; 
3. Water quality improvement associated with household/residential activities; 
4. Commercial activities, including restaurants, stormwater pollution prevention;  
5. Illicit discharge detection and elimination.    

 
The distribution of educational material addressing the above mentioned themes will assist with stormwater pollution prevention and 
improving water quality by targeting the following pollutant sources: 
 

1. Sediment within construction site runoff; 
2. Fertilizers/pesticides;  
3. Home sewage treatment system discharges; 
4. Oils/greases;  
5. Litter and other debris common within urban areas.  

Minimum Control Measure Evaluation  
To evaluate the success of this portion of the overall program, the City will annually review the number of people reached by the 
outreach efforts and review the tracking of water quality related concerns and complaints received by the City from the public. The 
program can be modified based upon the results of the annual review to determine if additional means of outreach are needed to 
target specific audiences or pollutants resulting from the concerns and complaints received.  
 
The City’s Director of Public Service, Environmental Specialist, Community Relations Specialist and FSWCD are responsible for the 
overall management and implementation of the storm water public education/outreach program. 
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MCM 1: Public Education/Outreach Measurable Goals 
 

 Continue to use existing and develop new outreach mechanisms that provide stormwater pollution prevention education to the 
target audiences in addressing the chosen themes.  

 Distribute education material to at least 50% of City’s population over the permit term.   
 Annually, determine the effectiveness of the storm water education program and modify as necessary to ensure that the target 

audiences are being appropriately reached and themes addressed.    
 

BMP Strategy 

Existing Programs The City will continue with existing programs that have a positive effect on storm water education. 
 
 Maintain use of City Hall for the display of educational materials. 
 Annually, using general literature from the Franklin County Board of Health, educate homeowners with 

on-site sewage systems on the proper care and maintenance of their system.  Identify percentage of 
homeowners contacted each year.  

 Distribute brochures and publish at least one article per year addressing one of the stormwater 
pollution prevention themes within a City publication. Identify the number of brochures/articles 
distributed and the method of distribution. 

 Continue to partner with the FSWCD and provide water quality related workshops for the public to 
attend with the goal of providing education associated with methods for the public to implement water 
quality and stormwater pollution prevention controls at their residences.   
 

Website Updates  
 
 
 
 

Update the City’s current stormwater management website to incorporate stormwater education to the 
general public. 
 
 Update the current website to incorporate stormwater pollution prevention and water quality 

educational information. 
 Provide means for the public to view the City’s MS4 map and review the SWMP. 
 Provide means for the public to contact the City to report water quality concerns.  
 

http://www.grovecityohio.gov/public-service/storm-water/ 
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BMP Strategy 

Development Community 
Education 

 

Develop additional educational material to present to developers and contractors regarding construction 
site stormwater management. 
 
 Develop a list of requirements associated with developers’ and contractors’ responsibilities associated 

with their roles in stormwater permitting and the inspection and maintenance of erosion and sediment 
controls.  

 Present the educational material to the developers and contractors at preconstruction meetings.  
 Direct to the attention of the site improvement design engineers, the stormwater requirements as 

outlined within the City’s Design Manual. 
 

Social Media Education  
 
 

Develop an additional means of reaching out to the public and providing water quality and stormwater 
pollution prevention education. 
 
 Provide education and advertise public participation opportunities within the City. 
 Explore the use of social media sites/pages, such as Facebook and Instagram and provide seasonal 

updates.  
 

Educational Articles and 
Mailings  

 
 

Develop educational information based upon the chosen themes and distribute to the public.  
 
 Include educational articles within utility bill mailings 
 Include educational articles within the City Source and e-newsletter  

 
Educational Information 

Distribution at Public 
Events 

 
 

Develop educational information based upon the chosen themes and distribute to the public and City 
organized events. 
 
 Distribute educational information at EcoFest and other public events.  
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MCM 2: Public Participation/Involvement 
 
The City of Grove City recognizes that a successful storm water program relies not only on the MS4 owners and operators and the 
regulatory community, but also upon the input, assistance and understanding of the general public. The City’s program includes means 
and methods to give the public opportunity to play an active role in both the development and implementation of the NPDES Phase II 
program.  
 
The City’s public involvement/participation programming must include at least five (5) public involvement activities over the permit term 
(one per permit year). Documentation of the number of people participating in events and a brief description of each activity is 
required by the permit. The public events will be chosen to address the stormwater themes as identified within the Public 
Education/Outreach Minimum Control Measure. 

Strategies 
The program for the City of Grove City is predicated largely on increasing awareness of how the City’s MS4 functions through passive 
information dissemination. Since awareness has been raised, the program will be enhanced to include more active public participation. 
Given that, the City will reinforce existing methods for receiving information from the public and identify opportunities for civic groups 
to participate in the process. The City will continue to participate in an established public involvement event on an annual basis. 
 
The target audience for the program can be divided into three general categories: residential, commercial and development. Public 
events will be provided for the opportunity for both adults to participate as well as school children. The City will primarily focus on 
involving restaurant owners as part of the commercial category and provide education that can assist them with means of improving 
stormwater quality from the runoff discharges from their properties and illicit discharge prevention. Based upon the current and 
projected site improvements that are to be constructed within the City, developers and general contractors will comprise the 
development category and stormwater pollution prevention education will be provided both during the plan review process as well as 
during construction of the proposed site improvements.  

Minimum Control Measure Evaluation  
To evaluate the success of this portion of the overall program, the City will annually review the number of people that participate in the 
public events and review the tracking of water quality related concerns and complaints received by the City from the public. The 
program can be modified based upon the results of the annual review and determine if additional public events are needed to target 
specific audiences or stormwater themes.  
 
The City’s Director of Public Service, Environmental Specialist, Community Relations Specialist, and FSWCD are responsible for the 
overall management and implementation of the storm water public involvement/ outreach program. 
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MCM 2: Public Participation/Involvement Measurable Goals 
 

 Provide at least five public involvement activities over the permit term in addressing the target audience and stormwater 
themes as identified within the Public Education/Outreach Minimum Control Measure.   

 Annually, determine the effectiveness of the storm water public participation/involvement program and modify as necessary to 
ensure that the target audiences are being appropriately reached.    

 
 

BMP Strategy 
 

Existing Programs The City will continue with existing programs that have a positive effect on storm water education. 
 

 Maintain the storm water page on the City website to educate the public about storm water issues and 
to provide the public with a way to contact the City with storm water concerns.  

 Continue to participate in established public involvement events on an annual basis such as community 
stream cleanups, annual creek sweep, hazardous waste drop-offs. Track number of residents 
participating and dates of events.  

 Continue to work with the FSWCD and provide stormwater quality and pollution prevention workshops 
that the public can attend, such as rain gardens and rain barrel workshops.  

 Continue to track number of requests made by the public on the City maintained Service Request 
Center regarding storm water concerns. Track resolutions completed. 

Storm Water 
Management Plan 
(SWMP) Updates 

 
 

The City will review the SWMP that was prepared under the previous OEPA permit coverage term and 
update the plan to meet the current OEPA permit requirements and incorporate feedback received from 
the public. 
 
 Post the updated SWMP for public review and provide means for the City to receive and evaluate 

public comments.  
 

Public Involvement Event 
 
 
 

Develop educational information based upon the chosen themes and distribute to the public and City 
organized events. 
 
 Distribute educational information at EcoFest and other public events. 
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BMP Strategy 
 

Website Updates 
 
 

Update the City’s current stormwater management website to incorporate stormwater education to the 
general public. 
 
 Update the current website to incorporate stormwater pollution prevention and water quality 

educational information. 
 Provide means for the public to view the City’s MS4 map and review the SWMP by posting copies of 

the documents or providing links to direct them to the appropriate location where the information will 
be maintained by the City. 

 Provide means for the public to contact the City to report water quality concerns.  
 

http://www.grovecityohio.gov/public-service/storm-water/ 
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MCM 3: Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination 
 
The City of Grove City has minimized the potential of illicit discharges to the storm water system through ordinance and the 
ownership/operation of a centralized sanitary sewer system.  
 
The City will initiate an education program to increase public awareness of the storm water system and illicit discharge control. As the 
public education and outreach program results in greater awareness of the system, local citizens may become involved using the 
website to report illicit discharge locations. 
 
The previous OEPA permit required that the City’s program must include or have included an initial dry-weather screening of all storm 
water outfalls over the permit term. The City completed the initial stormwater outfall dry-weather screenings in 2010. The on-going 
program must establish priorities and specific goals for long-term system-wide surveillance of its MS4, as well as for specific 
investigations of outfalls and their tributary area where previous surveillance demonstrates a high likelihood of illicit discharges. The 
City’s comprehensive storm sewer system map must be updated annually, as needed.  
 
Additional documentation regarding illicit discharge detection and elimination is required under the permit, as indicated in the 
measurable goals section for this minimum control measure. 

Strategies 
The City has developed a geographic information system (GIS) for the urbanized area, including the incorporation of MS4 mapping 
requirements. The City’s GIS department and the City’s Engineer will maintain the map and continue to provide updates as 
improvements within the City are constructed. 
 
A stream assessment study that included stormwater outfall dry-weather screening was conducted in 2010 to identify areas of concern 
within the City. The results of this study will be reviewed to assist with prioritizing areas within the City as the stormwater outfall dry-
weather screening program continues during this permitting period. Noted home sewage treatment system illicit discharges into the MS4 
will be reported to the Franklin County Board of Health.      
 
The City has prepared a list of homeowners with home sewage treatment systems (HSTS). The City will provided educational mailings to 
these homeowners associated with HSTS maintenance.  
 
The City has recently developed and adopted City Code, section 973 to assist with the prevention of illicit discharges into the MS4 
system. Section 973 identifies allowable non-stormwater discharges into the MS4 system and defines City enforcement capabilities if 
illicit discharges are noted. A copy of City Code 973 is provided within Appendix F. 
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The City will additionally develop and adopt an Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination (IDDE) plan that will include reporting and 
response protocols when City staff note an illicit discharge into the MS4 or an illicit discharge is reported by the public.   
 
Minimum Control Measure Evaluation  
 
To evaluate the success of this portion of the overall program, the City will review the results of the stormwater outfall dry weather 
screenings and compare the results to the screenings conducted under the previous SWMP. The program can be modified based upon 
the results of the review and determine if additional public education mechanisms are needed to target specific audiences or 
stormwater pollutants.  
 
The City’s Director of Public Service and the Service Department Administrative Secretary are responsible for the implementation of the 
City’s BMPs for this minimum control measure. 

MCM 3: Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination Measurable Goals 
 

 Develop and implement an Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination (IDDE) plan.  
 Update the City’s MS4 map to incorporate the required mapping components and system additions based upon recent 

construction activities that have been completed.  
 Conduct stormwater outfall dry weather screenings and address noted illicit discharges per the prepared IDDE plan.   
 Continue to provide means for the public to contact the City to report illicit discharge concerns and investigate and address the 

concerns per the IDDE plan. 
 
 

BMP Strategy 

On-going Programs The City of Grove City will continue with existing programs that have a positive effect on stormwater 
pollution prevention. 
 
 Train building inspectors, code enforcement officers and street maintenance personnel on illicit 

discharge identification. 
 Track number of calls and web-site receipts regarding the storm water quality concerns. Track 

resolutions completed. 
 Continue to distribute home sewage treatment system maintenance education information to residents. 
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BMP Strategy 

MS4 Mapping Updates 
 
 

The City will review the current MS4 map and update to ensure the required OEPA mapping components 
are mapped and recent MS4 improvements are added. An up-to-date map will assist the City with tracing 
sources of noted illicit discharges into the MS4 system and investigate surface water outfall locations.  
 
The MS4 map will consist of the following components: 
 Storm pipes 
 Catch basins 
 Ditches 
 Retention/Detention basins 
 Public/Private water quality Best Management Practices  
 Stormwater outfall locations 
 Surface water locations and names  

 
MS4 Outfall Dry 

Weather Screening  
The City will continue to conduct MS4 outfall dry weather screening services  
 
 Conduct dry-weather screening of necessary outfalls and investigate areas of potential HSTS failures. 
 Determine the source of the illicit discharges and notify the responsible parties and required elimination 

actions.  
 

Illicit Discharge Detection 
and Elimination (IDDE) 

Plan 
 

The City will prepare an IDDE plan 
 
 The plan will identify means to detect and eliminate illicit discharges into the City’s MS4 system. 
 Training will be provide to City staff associated with the implementation of the plan. 
 The City will continue to work with the County Board of Health with the identification of failing home 

sewage treatment systems.   
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MCM 4: Construction Site Storm Water Runoff Control 
 
The City of Grove City recognizes that sediment laden runoff from construction sites, if unchecked, can deposit more sediment and 
pollutants in a stream than would be deposited there over the course of decades from other land use types. The resulting siltation, and 
other pollutants, can cause physical, chemical, and biological harm to the waterways. 
 
The MS4 permit requires that the City’s program include pre-construction storm water pollution prevention plan review of all projects 
from construction activities that result in a land disturbance of greater than or equal to one acre. To ensure compliance, these 
applicable sites must be initially inspected. The frequency of follow-up inspections is on a monthly basis. 

Strategies 
The City relies on a two-fold approach to construction site runoff control. First, the City reviews the Storm Water Pollution Prevention 
Plans (SWP3s) for all submitted construction drawings within the City per City Code Section 971. City Code Section 971 requires 
developers to prepare a SWP3 in accordance with the OEPA General Permit associated with construction site stormwater runoff. The 
SWP3 is required to be submitted to the City and construction can’t commence until the plan has been approved. Second, The City 
conducts monthly erosion and sediment control inspections to ensure that the approved SWP3 is being properly implemented. Inspection 
reports are prepared and submitted to the project contact. The City has established enforcement capabilities as outlined with City Code 
Section 971. A copy of this code is provided within Appendix G.   

Minimum Control Measure Evaluation  
To evaluate the success of this portion of the overall program, the City will track the number of SWP3s reviewed and site inspections 
conducted. The program can be modified based upon the results of the monthly inspections and determine if additional education 
mechanisms or enforcement procedures are needed in addressing construction site stormwater runoff.  
 
The City’s Director of Public Service shall be responsible for the overall management and implementation of the construction site runoff 
control program.  
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MCM 4: Construction Site Storm Water Runoff Control Measurable Goals 
 

 Review SWP3s that are submitted to the City to ensure compliance with the City of Grove City Stormwater Design Manual and 
the OEPA’s General Permit associated with construction site discharges.  

 Review construction site stormwater management requirements with developers and contractors at preconstruction meetings to 
ensure they understand their roles and responsibilities during the construction of the site improvements. 

 Inspect all active construction projects within the City on a minimum monthly basis.   
 Continue to provide means for the public to contact the City to report construction site runoff concerns and investigate and 

address the concerns.  
 
 

BMP Strategy 

On-going Programs The City will continue with existing programs that have a positive effect on stormwater pollution prevention. 
 
 Review SWP3s that are submitted to the City to ensure compliance with City of Grove City Stormwater 

Design manual and the OEPA’s General Permit. 
 Conduct monthly erosion and sediment control site inspections and provide inspection reports to the 

developers/contractors noting violations and required corrective actions. 
 Track number of calls and web-site receipts regarding the storm water quality concerns. Track 

resolutions completed. 
 

Preconstruction Meetings   The City will notify developers and contractors of their required roles and responsibilities during the 
construction of the site improvements.    
 
 Notice of Intent (NOI) and NOI co-permittee submittal requirements. 
 Weekly inspection requirements. 
 BMP installation and maintenance requirements.  
 

Construction Site Map 
 

The City will develop and maintain a GIS based map of the active construction sites within the City. 
 
 The map will assist with tracking the current active sites that are to be inspected on a monthly basis.  
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MCM 5: Post-Construction Storm Water Management in New Development/Redevelopment 
 
The City addresses the post-construction storm water management in new development and redevelopment with structural and non-
structural post-construction water quality Best Management Practices (BMPs) in keeping with the BMP requirements of the OEPA 
Construction General Permit, OHC000004. As part of this minimum control, the City seeks to effectively manage stormwater runoff from 
new construction impervious areas tributary to the MS4 system and the protection of existing stream riparian corridor areas. Code 
section 1101.05 references the storm water management and design requirements, provided in the recently adopted City’s Stormwater 
Design Manual. The City’s Stormwater Design Manual provides guidance on the most effective structural and non-structural BMPs for 
development sites, which will help protect the City’s waterways from adverse impacts of storm water runoff. 
 
Stormwater Design Manual: http://www.grovecityohio.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/StormwaterDesignManual2015.pdf 
 
The permit requires that the City’s program include pre-construction storm water pollution prevention plan review of all projects from 
construction activities that result in a land disturbance of greater than or equal to one acre to ensure that required controls are 
designed per requirements. These applicable sites must be inspected to ensure that controls are installed per requirements. The City’s 
program must also ensure that long-term operation and maintenance (O&M) plans are developed and agreements in place for all 
applicable sites.  

Strategies 
The City reviews the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plans (SWP3s) for all submitted construction drawings within the City per City 
Code Section 971. City Code Section 971 requires developers to prepare a SWP3 in accordance with the OEPA General Permit 
associated with construction site stormwater runoff. The SWP3 includes the location and design of the post-construction water quality 
BMP that is to be installed per the proposed site improvements. City Code Section 971 additionally requires the developer to prepare 
and submit to the City for review and approval an Operation & Maintenance (O&M) plan. The plan identifies the post-construction 
operator and inspection and maintenance procedures. The post-construction operator is additionally required to enter into an 
agreement with the City that the BMP will be properly inspected and maintained. A copy of the O&M agreement is provided within 
Appendix H.  

Minimum Control Measure Evaluation  
To evaluate the success of this portion of the overall program, the City will track the number of SWP3s and O&M plans reviewed, 
O&M agreements established and the number of annual BMP inspections conducted. The program can be modified if it is determined 
the plans are not being properly prepared and the required inspections conducted. Additional education to the development community 
may be necessary based upon the results of the program evaluation.  
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The Director of Public Service shall be responsible for the overall management and implementation of the post-construction storm water 
management program. 

MCM 5: Post-Construction Storm Water Management Measurable Goals 
 

 Review SWP3s that are submitted to the City to ensure compliance with the City of Grove City Stormwater Design manual and 
the OEPA’s General Permit associated with construction site discharges.  

 Review post-construction site stormwater management requirements with developers at preconstruction meetings to ensure they 
understand their roles and responsibilities associated with the inspection and maintenance of the water quality BMP. 

 Ensure that the post-construction water quality BMPs are being properly inspected and maintained per the established 
agreement between the post-construction operator and the City of Grove City.  

 
 

BMP Strategy 

On-going Programs The City will continue with existing programs that have a positive effect on stormwater pollution prevention. 
 
 Review SWP3s that are submitted to the City to ensure compliance with City of Grove City Stormwater 

Design manual and the OEPA’s General Permit. 
 Review O&M plans that are submitted to the City to ensure compliance with City of Grove City 

Stormwater Design manual and the OEPA’s General Permit. 
 Establish agreements with the post-construction operators to ensure that the post-construction BMP will 

be properly inspected and maintained.  
 

 
Post-construction Water 
Quality BMP Inspection  

The City will ensure that the post-construction water quality BMPs are being properly inspected and 
maintained.   
  
 Determine the BMPs that are required to be annually inspected. 
 Review inspection reports submitted to the City. 
 Contact post-construction operators and notify them of their inspection and maintenance obligations if 

reports are not submitted to the City. 
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BMP Strategy 

Post-construction Water 
Quality BMP Mapping 

 

The City will continue to update the MS4 map  
 
 Identify and map post-construction BMPs that are installed as part of the constructed site improvements 
 Mapping will assist with tracking of BMPs that are required to be inspected and maintained by the 

post-construction operator.  
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MCM 6: Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping for Municipal Operations 

Strategies 
The City of Grove City has a variety of procedures in place to provide ‘good housekeeping’. These procedures include the following: 
 

 The proper disposal of waste oils and greases used in the City’s maintenance facilities; 
 The careful use of salt during snow removal periods using measures appropriate to conditions; 
 The enclosed storage of all City salt stockpile; 
 Spraying for weed control;  
 Very limited pesticide/herbicide use on City-owned property. 
 Removal of pollutants from City maintained streets. 

 
The City will continue to conduct inspections at their maintenance facility to determine if the BMPs are being properly implemented per 
the prepared SWP3. 
 
The City of Grove City will continue to take advantage of any training opportunities presented by state or local agencies whenever 
possible associated with municipal activities and operations water quality improvements. Performance standards under the permit 
require, at a minimum, one annual employee training. 

Minimum Control Measure Evaluation  
To evaluate the success of this portion of the overall program, the City will annually review the tracking of pollutants applied, collected 
and properly disposed of as part of the City’s routine municipal activities. Tracking results will be evaluated to determine if pollutant 
source applications can be reduced or additional pollutants removed prior to mixing with stormwater and flowing into the MS4. The 
City will additionally track training events attended the inspections conducted at the City maintenance facility. Inspection results will be 
reviewed and a determination made if BMPs are in need of maintenance or additional BMPs implemented to improve water quality.  

The Service Manager, Parks Maintenance Supervisor, Urban Forester, and Mechanics Supervisor shall be responsible for the overall 
management and implementation of the pollution prevention/good housekeeping program. 
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MCM 6: Pollution Prevention Measurable Goals 
 

 Develop and implement an operation and maintenance program that includes a training component and has the ultimate goal 
of preventing or reducing pollutant runoff from municipal operations.  

 Construct a vehicle/equipment wash station at the maintenance facility to avoid illicit discharges into the MS4. 
 Update the Maintenance Facility SWP3 to meet the requirements of Ohio EPA’s Industrial Storm Water General Permit 

(OHR000005). 
 

BMP Strategy 

On-going Programs The City will continue with existing programs that have a positive effect on stormwater pollution prevention. 
 
 Continue to document the amount of deicing salt applied to streets.  
 Continue to document the number of outfalls and curb inlets cleaned annually. Document the amount of 

material collected and properly disposed of. 
 Document maintenance activities, schedules, and long-term inspection procedures for controls to reduce 

pollution to the City’s MS4. 
 Document the amount of pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers used annually. 
 Summarize any new or existing flood management projects that were assessed for impacts on water 

quality. 
 Document proper disposal of waste oils and grease used in City maintenance facilities. 
 Continue to list the number of employees that have been trained on proper disposal techniques. List 

classes taken, as well as offeror. 
 

Vehicle & Equipment 
Wash Station  

The City is proposing to construct a vehicle/equipment wash station at the existing maintenance facility.  
 
 Wash water and associated pollutants will be directed into the sanitary sewer and not into the storm 

sewer system that would result in an illicit discharge from the facility.  
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BMP Strategy 

Maintenance Facility 
SWP3 Updates 

 

The City will update the Maintenance Facility SWP3 to meet the requirements of Ohio EPA’s Industrial 
Storm Water General Permit (OHR000005). 
 
 Identify required stormwater discharge visual assessment procedures to assist with ensuring that the 

BMPs at the facility are being properly implemented.  
 Update the plan to include the proposed equipment/vehicle wash station upon construction of the 

facility improvement 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

APPENDIX A 

CITY OF GROVE CITY MS4 MAP 
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CITY OF GROVE CITY ORDINANCE NO. C-06-03 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

 

APPENDIX C 

OEPA NPDES PERMIT APPROVAL LETTER  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

 

APPENDIX D 

FRANKLIN SWCD MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







 

 

 

APPENDIX E 

FRANKLIN COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH MEMORANDUM OF 

UNDERSTANDING  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



















 

 

 

APPENDIX F 

GROVE CITY CODE 973: ILLICIT DISCHARGE AND 

OBSTRUCTION OF THE MS4 
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OPERATION & MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT 
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STORMWATER BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES  

POST-CONSTRUCTION OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT  

 

PROJECT NAME:       "[Project Name]"  

 

PROJECT ADDRESS:  "[Project Address]"  

  

This Post-Construction Operation and Maintenance Agreement (“Agreement”), made and 

entered into this _____ day of ______________________[Year] , by and between 

"[Owner name]" (the “Owner”) and the City of Grove City (the “City”), provides as follows: 

 

 WHEREAS, the Owner is responsible for certain real estate shown as Tax Map No. 

"[parcel number]" that is to be developed as "[Project Name]" and referred to as the Property;  

 

 WHEREAS, the City and the Owner, each for itself and its successors and assigns, agree 

that the health, safety and welfare of the residents of the City and the protection and maintenance 

of water quality require Owner to provide a stormwater management system consisting of the 

following Best Management Practices: [Practices] as shown and described within the City 

approved Stormwater Management Plan pertaining to the Property; and 

 

 WHEREAS, to comply with Section 971.07(b) of the City of Grove City Codified 

Stormwater Management Ordinance, pertaining to this project, the Owner, for itself and its 

successors and assigns, has agreed to maintain the stormwater Best Management Practices in 

accordance with the terms and conditions hereinafter set forth. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the mutual covenants and undertaking 

of the parties, the parties hereby agree as follows: 

 

 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN  

FOR THE BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 

 

1. The Owner agrees to maintain in perpetuity the Best Management Practices in 

accordance with the approved Operation and Maintenance Plan (“Plan”) referred to in #2 

in a manner that will permit the Best Management Practices to perform the purposes for 

which they were designed and constructed, and in accordance with the standards by 

which they were designed and constructed, all as shown and described in the City 

approved Plan pertaining to the Property. This includes all pipes and channels built to 

convey stormwater to the Best Management Practices, as well as structures, 

improvements, and vegetation provided to control the quantity and quality of the 

stormwater runoff. 
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2. The Owner shall provide a Plan for all of the Post-Construction Best Management 

Practices located on the Property as identified within this agreement with the City. The 

Plan shall contain the following: 

 

• Identify the entity responsible for Best Management Practice inspection and 

maintenance; 

• The maintenance tasks to be undertaken; 

• The schedule for the inspection and maintenance;  

• Any necessary legally binding maintenance easements and agreements; and 

• A site plan showing the location of the Best Management Practices and all access 

and maintenance easements. 

 

3. The Owner shall perform all maintenance in accordance with the Plan and shall complete 

all repairs identified through regular inspections, and any additional repairs as requested 

in writing by the City.  

 

BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 

 

1. The Owner shall inspect all Best Management Practices identified within the Plan at least 

once per year, or more frequently as specified in the City approved Plan. 

 

2. Inspection reports shall be prepared for the Best Management Practices located at the 

Property and include the following information at a minimum: 

 

• Project name and address; 

• Inspection date; 

• Indicate the Best Management Practice inspected and identify the inspected 

components; 

• Summary of inspection results including necessary repairs and maintenance; and 

• Best Management Practice pictures taken during the time of the inspection. 

 

The Owner shall retain a copy of the Best Management Practice inspection reports and 

maintenance and repair records and submit copies of the reports to the City by insert 

date for each Best Management Practices requiring an annual inspection. If the Best 

Management Practices are to be inspected more frequently, as specified in the City 

approved Plan, the Owner shall submit inspection reports based on a schedule prescribed 

within the  Plan. 

 

Inspection reports to be submitted to:  

 

 Mrs. Cindi Fitzpatrick 

 Director of Public Service 

 Public Service Department 

 3262 Ventura Blvd. 

 Grove City, Ohio 43213 

   



3 

 

3. The Owner grants permission to the City, its employees and authorized agents, to enter 

upon the Property and to inspect all aspects of the Best Management Practices whenever 

the City deems necessary. The City shall provide the Owner copies of the City inspection 

findings and a directive to commence with necessary repairs. 

 

4. The Owner shall make all repairs within 15 days of their discovery as identified within 

the Owner inspections or through a request for the City resulting from the City conducted 

inspections. If repairs will not occur within 15 days, the Owner must receive written 

approval from the City for an alternative repair schedule.  

 

5. In an event of any default or failure by the Owner in properly maintaining the Best 

Management Practices in accordance with the approved Storm Water Pollution 

Prevention Plan and the Post-Construction Plan, as determined by the City, or, in the 

event of an emergency, as determined by the City, it is the sole discretion of the City, 

after providing reasonable notice to the Owner, to enter the property and take whatever 

steps necessary to correct deficiencies and to charge the cost of such repairs to the 

Owner. The Owner shall reimburse the City within 30 days upon demand, for costs 

expended by the City in performing such necessary maintenance or repairs and shall 

constitute a lien against the properties of the Owner. Nothing herein shall obligate the 

City to maintain the Best Management Practices.   

 

INDEMNIFICATION 
 

The Owner hereby agrees that it shall save, hold harmless, and indemnify the City and its 

employees and officers from and against all liability, losses, claims, demands, costs and expenses 

arising from, or out of, default or failure by the Owner to maintain the Best Management 

Practices, in accordance with the terms and conditions set forth herein, or from acts of the Owner 

arising from, or out of, the construction, operation, repair or maintenance of the Best 

Management Practices. 

 

In the event the City, pursuant to this Agreement, performs work of any nature, or expends any 

funds in performance of said work for labor, use of equipment, supplies, materials, and the like, 

the Owner shall reimburse the City for all reasonable expenses (direct and indirect) incurred 

within thirty (30) days of receipt of invoice from the City.  If the Owner fails to reimburse the 

City within thirty (30) days, the City may certify the charge to the County Auditor so that the 

charge will be collected at the next tax collection.  The County Auditor will place the charge on 

the tax duplicate of the county, with interest and penalties allowed by law, and it shall be 

collected as other taxes are collected. 

 

The parties hereto expressly do not intend by execution of this Agreement to create in the public, 

or any member thereof, any rights as a third party beneficiary or to authorize anyone not a party 

hereof to maintain a suit for any damages pursuant to the terms of this Agreement.  

 

 

 

COVENANT 
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This Agreement shall be a covenant that runs with the Property and/or equitable servitude and 

shall be to the benefit of and shall be binding upon the parties hereto, their respective heirs, 

successors and assigns, and all subsequent owners of the Property, in perpetuity. 

 

The current Owner shall promptly notify the City when the Owner legally transfers any of the 

Owners responsibilities for the Best Management Practices. The Owner shall supply the City 

with a copy of any document or transfer, executed by both parties. 

 

Upon execution of the Agreement, it shall be recorded by the Franklin County Recorder’s Office.  

 

AMENDMENT AND TERMINATION  
 

This Agreement may be amended or terminated only by written consent of the Owner or a 

Transferee and the City.  

 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Owner has caused this Agreement to be signed in its name by a 

duly authorized person. 

 

 

 

______________________________________ 

     Owner Printed Name 

 

 

 

______________________________________  ________________________ 

                  Owner Signature            Date 

 

 

 

 

By: ____________________________________ 

   City Official Printed Name 

 

 

  

 

______________________________________  ________________________ 

               City Official Signature            Date 
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STATE OF OHIO  ) 
COUNTY OF FRANKLIN  ) SS: 
 

 BE IT REMEMBERED, that on this ____ day of _________, 2015, before me, the 

subscriber, a Notary Public in and for said county and state, personally came _______________, 

__________________________ of the CITY OF GROVE CITY, who acknowledged the signing 

thereof to be his free act and deed for and on behalf of the municipal corporation. 

 

 IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed my name and affixed my official 

seal on the day and year last aforesaid. 

 

             

       Notary Public 

 

 

 

 
STATE OF OHIO  ) 
COUNTY OF FRANKLIN  ) SS: 
 

BE IT REMEMBERED, that on this            day of                       , 2015, before me, the 
subscriber, a Notary Public in and for said County, personally came the above 
__________________________, the Owner of Property Parcel No. _________________, and 
acknowledged the signing of the same to be his voluntary act and deed. 
 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed my name and affixed my official 
seal, on the day and year last aforesaid. 
 
 

      __________________________________________ 

        Notary Public 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This Instrument Prepared By:  

Frost Brown Todd LLC 

One Columbus 

10 West Broad Street 

Columbus, Ohio 43215 

 

 

 

 

 


