
ORDINANCE C-25-15 

AN ORDINANCE TO ENACT CHAPTER 718 
TITLED FOOD AND BEVERAGE STREET VENDORS 

-~~~~~~~~~~~ 
WHEREAS, the Codified Ordinances do not currently regulate street vendors in the City; and 

WHEREAS, Council has determined it is in the best interest of the City to allow food trucks so long as 
they operate in a safe and healthy manner; and 

WHEREAS, in order to protect the health, welfare and safety of its residents and guests, the City hereby 
creates standards to regulate street vending on both public and private property. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GROVE CITY, 
ST A TE OF OHIO, THAT: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 718 titled Street Vendors is hereby enacted as follows: 

CHAPTER 718 
Food and Beverage Street Vendors 

718.01 Definitions 718.05 Prohibited Conduct 
718.02 Health License Required 718.06 Special Events 
718.03 Permit Required; Application; Fees 718.07 Operation on Private Property 
718.04 Permit Issuance; Denial; Transfer; Revocation 718.99 Penalty 

• CROSS REFERENCES 

718.01 DEFINITIONS 

As used in this chapter: 
(a) "Street Vendor" means any individual, corporation, partnership, or other entity which sells food 

or beverages from a temporary, mobile, non-motorized wagon or cart, motorized vehicle or non-motorized 
trailer propelled by a motorized vehicle, or any other free standing apparatus. 

(b) "Vending Device" means any temporary, mobile, non-motorized wagon or cart, motorized 
vehicle or non-motorized trailer propelled by a motorized vehicle, or any other free standing apparatus used for 
the sale of food or beverages. 

(c) "Person" means an individual, corporation, business trust estate, trust, partnership, association, 
or any other legal entity. 

(d) "Restricted Mobile" means pushcarts. A Franklin County Public Health Commissary/Pushcart 
Agreement requires the use of an approved commissary. 

(e) "Street Vending" or "Vending" means any person who engages in selling, offering or displaying 
for sale, or soliciting another to purchase food or beverages from a vending device. 

(f) "Unrestricted Mobile" means completely self-contained and does not require the use of support 
facilities. This includes most concession trailers. 

718.02 HEALTH LICENSE RE UIRED 
(a) No person shall engage in street vending within the City without first obtaining a current and 

, lid Unrestricted or Restricted Mobile Food License issued by the Franklin County Public Health. 
(b) Food that is to be sold from a licensed Mobile must be prepared on the Mobile or in a Franklin 

County Public Health licensed food facility. No food is allowed to be prepared in an unlicensed establishment 
and sold from the Mobile. 



718.03 PERMIT REQUIRED; APPLICATION; FEES 

(a) No person shall engage in street vending in any public or private area within the City without a 
it issued b the Director of Public Safet or his/her desi ee unless the street vendor is o eratin under a 

ecial event ermit. 
(b) A separate application and permit is required for each individual vending device. The application 

shall contain the following information: 

• 
718.04 

(c) 

(l) Name, permanent address, telephone number, electronic mail address, and copy of 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 
(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

current driver' s license of the applicant; 
Business name or DBA, permanent address, and telephone number, if different from the 
applicant's information provided in section (b )(1 ); 
A detailed description of the vending device, including, but not limited to, make, model, 
year, color and license plate number if applicable; 
A detailed description of the food and/or beverages that the applicant intends to vend; 
Proof of commercial general liability insurance on an "occurrence" basis with liability 
limits in the amounts of $1,000,000.00 per occurrence covering personal injury, bodily 
injury and property damage; 
Whether the applicant has ever had a permit revoked, and, if so, a description of the 
events that gave rise to the revocation; 
Whether the applicant has ever been convicted of a felony or misdemeanor involving 
moral turpitude, force or violence, and, if so, a description of the violation and the date it 
occurred; and 
Affirmation that, upon issuance of a permit, the applicant will provide to the Director of 
Public Safety or his/her designee written documentation of any change in the information 
required by this Chapter within ten (10) calendar days of any such change; 

(9) The exact location of where the vending device will be. 
A permit application fee shall be paid by the applicant as follows: 
(l) A person vending from a Restricted or Unrestricted Mobile Food non-motorized wagon 

or cart, who ' s owner resides within the corporation limits of Grove City shall be $10.00 
per day; an owner who resides outside the corporation limits of Grove City shall be 
$20.00 per day. 

PERMIT ISSUANCE; DENIAL; TRANSFER; REVOCATION 

(a) Upon receipt and approval by the Director of Public Safety or his/her designee of an application 
for a street vendor permit, the City shall grant to the applicant a permit valid for a period of ninety (90) days, 
unless: 

(1) The applicant has been convicted of a crime which directly relates to the duties and 
responsibilities of the permitted activity which shall be determined by the nature and 
seriousness of the crime, the relationship of the crime to the purpose of the permit and the 
extent that the permit would allow the applicant to engage in further criminal activity; 

(2) The required information is incomplete or incorrect; or 
(3) The opportunity to reissue a permit has been denied due to a previous violation as 

described in this Chapter. 
(b) It shall be unlawful for any person other than the original permit holder to use or exhibit any 

license issued under this Chapter. 
(c) The City may from time to time set a limit on the number of total permits that may be issued or 

•
ewed per year. 

(d) A permit may be revoked as a result of a violation of any provision of this Chapter or the 
violation of any laws or regulations of the City, State, or Federal Government. 



718.05 PROHIBITED CONDUCT 

(a) 

• 

• 

A person operating a vending device may not engage in any of the following conduct: 
(1) Operate a vending device larger than twenty-two (22) feet in length and eight (8) feet in 

width; 

(2) Leave a vending device unattended at any time or park overnight on a public street or 
public parking lot unless operating at a special event under Section 718.06; 

(3) Conduct business in such a way as would restrict or interfere with the ingress or egress of 
an abutting property owner or tenant, interfere with pedestrian traffic, create or become a 
public nuisance, increase traffic congestion or delay, constitute a hazard to traffic, life or 
property, or obstruct adequate access to fire, police, or sanitary vehicles; 

( 4) Stop, stand, park, or conduct business upon any street during the hours when parking, 
stopping, or standing has been prohibited by signs or curb markings or is prohibited by 
statute or ordinance; 

(5) Engage in vending operations between the hours of 12:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m.; 
(6) Engage in vending operations without the provision of a portable trash and/or recyclable 

receptacles for customer use; 
(7) Leave any location without removing trash receptacles and/or disposing of all trash or 

refuse accumulated as the result of vending operations; 
(8) Solicit or conduct business on public property from any place other than the edge of 

pavement unless operating at a special event under Section 718.06; 
(9) Stop, stand, park, or conduct business within five-hundred (500) feet of the primary 

entrance of an open and operating fixed-location food service establishment, including 
but not limited to, restaurants, delis, or bakeries. This buffer may be reduced upon 
receiving written permission from said establishments; 

(10) Stop, stand, park, or conduct business within five-hundred (500) feet of any pre­
kindergarten to twelfth grade from 1 hour before school starts, during the time school is 
in session, and not vend until 1 hour after school is out; 

(11) Stop, stand, park, or conduct business at one location for a duration exceeding eighteen 
(18) hours per day unless operating at a special event under Section 718.06; and 

(12) Play music or repetitive sounds or make announcements from any sound-amplification 
device within the vending device. 

718.06 SPECIAL EVENTS 

A street vendor may operate at a special event with the permission of the event sponsor, without 
obtaining a permit hereunder so long as the street vendor maintains a valid license issued by the Franklin 
County Public Health, the insurance required in Section 718.03 and does not engage in any conduct that would 
violate any provision in Section 718.05. 

718.07 OPERATION ON PRIVATE PROPERTY 

No person shall engage in street vending upon any private property in the City without first obtaining 
permission of the landowner or other person authorized to give such permission, and then only if the activity is 
in compliance with the Zoning Code and/or Zoning Regulations. Any operation of street vending on residential 
property is prohibited . 

• 8.99 PENALTY 

Whoever violates any provision of this chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree 
and may be subject to a fine of three hundred ($300.00) per day, impound of the vehicle, or revocation of the 
permit. Each day on which a street vendor is in violation of this chapter shall constitute a separate offense. 



SECTION 2. This Ordinance shall take effect at the earliest opportunity allowed by law . 

• 
Passed: Ot-f- -c!l {)-IS-

Effective: {JS_. d ()-IS-­
Attest: 

I certify that this 
ordinance is correct as to form. 

• 

• 

~ 
Richard~ 

Stephen J. Smith, Director of Law 


