
 

City of Grove City 

Memorandum 
 

To: Planning Commission Members 

From: Development Department  

CC: Honorable Members of City Council, Clerk of Council, City Departments 

Date: November 4, 2011 

Re: Staff Report for City Barbeque – Development Plan  

Item #2 – City Barbeque - Development Plan                                 (PID #201109280030) 

 Application:    Development Plan  

 Location:  2261 Stringtown Rd 

 Applicant:  Don Feibel, City Barbeque Inc 
 Zoning: C-2 (Retail Commercial) 

 Use: Restaurant  
 
Relevant Code Section(s): 
 
 ● 1135.12 Zoning Districts and Regulations – Non-Residential District Requirements 

 ● 1136.05 Landscaping – Minimum Landscape Requirements 

 ● 1136.09 Landscaping – Other Planting Requirements 

 
Project Summary: 
 
The applicant is proposing building and site improvements to 2261 Stringtown Road, the future site of City 
Barbeque. The improvements include construction of an outdoor patio and modifications to circulation on 
and access to the site. The proposed patio and supplemental landscaping will extend from the western 
edge of building into the existing drive aisle, closing the drive aisle to vehicular traffic. 
 
To allow for the circulation of traffic on the site with the closing of the western drive aisle, a new vehicular 
entrance to the site is proposed, accessed from the property to the south. A sidewalk currently exists at 
the location of the new drive aisle, which will be removed to create the new 24’ curb cut for access to the 
City Barbeque site. The applicant is currently drafting an access easement with the owner of the property 
to the south (040-007496) for access to the site. 
 
Previously, stormwater flow from the rear of the property was directed over the western drive aisle to the 
catch basins located in the central parking area. The applicant is proposing to install a rain garden 
between the proposed patio and the vehicular use area in order to help manage stormwater on the site 
and alleviate the effects on the stormwater flow caused by the installation of the patio. In addition to the 



rain garden, the applicant is proposing to extend the landscape area across to the parking lot landscape 
peninsula in order to further separate the patio area from the vehicular use area. 
 
City Barbeque also proposes to install three smokers to the south of the patio seating area. The smokers 
will have a decorative fence as screening; however will not be treated as service structures and therefore 
have not been required to have supplemental landscaping installed around the perimeter of the fencing. 
 
 
Site Plan 
 
The 1.8 acre lot on which the structure stands will be accessed by two curb cuts. The existing curb cut off 
Parkmead Drive will remain and not be impacted. A second curb cut is proposed as part of the site 
modifications, granting access to the site from the property to the south. The new curb cut from the south will 
require an access easement with the owner of this property, which the applicant is currently working to obtain. 
 
 
Building 
 
The applicant is proposing to refinish the exterior of the proposed City Barbeque with vertical siding (Board & 
Batten) in green and tan with pressure treated wood as accent. The proposed patio will have a partial cover with 
a galvanized roof.  In October 2011, City Barbeque was granted a variance by the BZA for the patio covering to 
extend into the building setback. 
 
 
Landscaping 
 
The existing landscape area on the western edge of the site will be extended to meet the proposed patio. 
Furthermore, landscaping will connect from the property line to the landscape peninsula in order to separate the 
vehicular use area, where cars will be entering and leaving the site, from the proposed outdoor seating area. 
The proposed rain garden will add an additional unique landscape feature, as well as help manage stormwater 
on the site. 
 
 
Parking 
 
The number of parking spaces will not be impacted by the proposed site improvements. The three existing 
handicap spaces and the ADA compliant handicap ramp will be shifted to the east to make room for the front 
seating area; however the number of spaces will not change. 
 
 
Signage 
 
Signage for City Barbeque has been reviewed administratively by the Building Division. In July 2009, City 
Barbeque was granted variances for signage by the BZA to exceed the maximum height and area for 
monument signs and to allow exposed neon tubing on wall and monument signage. These variances were 
affirmed by City Council with modification to permit wall and monument signage with translucent, tinted acrylic 
faces over the neon letters. Council further stated that the variance shall be null and void upon the vacation of 
City Barbeque from the property. 
 
 

Recommendation(s): 
 

After review and consideration, the Development Department recommends Planning Commission make a 
recommendation of approval to City Council for the Development Plan with the following stipulation: 
 

1. An access easement with the property owner to the south shall be recorded with the County and a 
copy submitted to the Development Department. 


